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FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 



HELD AT MOBILE, FEBRUARY 5, 1849. 
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The first annual meeting of the Stockholders of the Mobile and 
Ohio Rail Road Company, was held in Mobile, on Monday the 
5th day of February, 1849, at 7J o'clock, P. M. 

SiDNET Smith, Esq., President of the Company, called the meet- 
ing to order, stating that the object was to receive the Annual Report 
of the Board of Directors, upon the progress and prospects of the 
MTork, and to hear such suggestions as might be offered as to its 
future prosecution. 

Francis B. Clarke, Esq., Chairman of the Committee, then 
presented and read the Annual Report of the Board of Directors, 
as follows : 

REPORT. 

The publication of the first Annual Report to the Stockholders, 
furnishes an appropriate occasion for adverting briefly to the pre- 
liminary history, and tracing the progress of this great enterprise, 
from its inception to the legal organization of the Company. 

The first public meeting to consider the project of a Rail Road 
connexion between the Gulf of Mexico and the Upper Mississippi 
and Ohio Valleys, was held in Mobil eon the evening of January 11th, 
1847. The attendance was large and of the most respectable char- 
acter. Although the proposition was novel, and involved an ex-» 
penditure of striking magnitude, the discussion produced a pro- 
found impression upon the minds of thinking men, and a com- 
mittee of influential citizens was appointed, for the purpose of ob- 
taiiung accurate information with regard to the feasibility of the 
undertaking. By their exertions a sura was raised sufficient to de- 
fray the expenses of a reconnoisance — ^and a capable Engineer, 
Lbwis Troost, Esq., was selected to examine the country upon 
the probable line of the projected road. His report, confirming 



their previous impressions of the remarkable adaptation of the 
country for railway purposes — ^no time was lost in making appli- 
cation to the several State Legislatures for acts of Incorporation. 
The necessary Charters were readily bestowed, containing provis- 
ions of the most liberal and satisfactory character. [Copies of these 
Charters are annexed, in the Appendix, marked A.] 

In pursuance of the conditions of the Charter, Books were open- 
ed by the Corporators, to receive subscriptions to the Capital Stock, 
in Mobile, on the 2d day of May, 1S4S, and continued open for 
twenty days thereafter. Upon closing the Books, it was'found 
that 6,317 shares had been subscribed, amounting to €31,700 dol- 
lars. This sum was taken by 699 subscribers. 

The first meeting of Stockholders for the choice of thirteen Di- 
rectors, to manage the affairs of the Company for the year, was 
held in Mobile, on the 7th day of June, 1848, and the Board was or- 
ganized soon after, by the election of Sidney Smith, Esq., Presi- 
dent, Alfred F. Irwin, Secretary, and Gen^l Thomas W. McCoy, 
Treasurer. 

One of the earliest and most important duties devolving upon 
the Board, was the selection of a competent Engineer, to make a 
thorough and accurate survey of the route. Fully impressed with 
the bearing which this appointment would have upon the prospects 
of the road, and with the necessity of securing an Engineer of the 
highest character for professional skill; — the matter was given in 
charge to a committee of three Directors ; two of whom immediately 
proceeded to the North upon the duties assigned them. They 
found the best engineering talent everywhere employed, and com- 
manding large salaries upon the various public works in progress 
in the Northern States ; and much difficulty and delay was expe- 
rienced, before they were able to fill the appointment. The Board 
has less reason to regret this delay, however, as it has enabled the 
committee to obtain the services of Capt. John Childe, as Chief 
Engineer of the Company — a gentleman whose high reputation, 
and great and varied experience in Rail Road construction, qualify 
him eminently for the work, and command for his reports the 
highest degree of public confidence. 

In view of an undertaking so important to the interests of Mo- 
bile, and the States through which the road would pass, it was con- 
sidered essential that the assistance of the General Government 
should be obtained. A delegate was accordingly appointed to 
proceed to Washington, there to act wdth the Representative in 
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Congress from this District, in an endeavor to obtain from the U. 
States a grant of the right of way for the road, over the public 
lands ; and, also, portions of the lands themselves, to furnish means 
in the hands of the Company, of carrying out its designs. It is to 
be regretted that a successful result of the appointment thus made, 
cannot be reported. The time of the application was unfavorable, 
being very late in the session ; and the supposed difficulty of a con- 
stitutional objection to the grant applied for, was unfortunately, 
another controlling cause in preventing its success. The purpose, 
however, is not abandoned; nor is it thought that there is any rea- 
«on to doubt its accomplishment at an early and more opportune 
period. The plans of the Directors — the direction of the road^ 
and its importance as a line of mail and military communication, 
have received the attention and approval of the various Depart- 
menta of the Govemmept — and we may venture to say, that upon 
renewing our application, at a fitting season, we shall not be disap- 
pointed. The Bill introduced at the last session of Congress, i» 
now with the " Committee of Public Lands,'* and something may 
possibly be yet done, to ensure its passage. 

Another subject demanding the early consideration of the Board, 
was, the proper mode of presenting the merits of this Rail Road 
enterprise to the people of those portions of Mississippi, Tennes- 
see and Kentucky, most directly interested in the completion of 
the work. As the best means of disseminating correct informa- 
tion, and enlisting active public effort in its behalf, two Commis- 
sioners were appointed, to visit the Counties between Mobile 
and Columbus, Kentucky, contiguous to the route suggested by 
Mr. Troost ; and to call public meetings, deliver addresses and 
appoint local Boards of Commissioners in each county, with au- 
thority to open books, and receive subscriptions for stock. For 
these duties the Board selected Geo. S. Gaines, Esq., of Mobile, 
and Hon* John J. McRae, of Mississippi — gentlemen well and 
extensively known in the interior, and thoroughly appreciating the 
importance of the road in all its bearings. 

Acting under the instructions of the Board, these gentlemen 
commenced their efforts in Southern Mississippi, and progressing 
northwardly, held public meetings at all the prominent points on 
the route, and explained in a clear and comprehensive manner, 
the nature of the undertaking, in which the people of those Coun- 
ties were called upon to participate, and the benefits which would 
result from its accomplishment. Boards of Commissioners were 
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then selected by theip, of leading citizens in each county under 
whose supervision books were opened for receiving subacriptions, 
to remain open for the term of six months. They completed their 
labors at Columbus, Kentucky, in November last, having appoint- 
ed twenty-three local Boards, and opened books for subscription, 
at as many points on the line. [A list of these Commissioners will, 
be found in the Appendix B,] 

Upon the return of Messrs, Gaines and McRaje, to Mobile, in 
December last, the Board received from th^m a detailed and sat- 
isfactory report of their mission, from which the following extracts 
are taken, illustrating their course of argument, and the directiop of 
public feeling in Mississippi. 

" We found (says the Report,) the subject of the Rail Road new 
to the people along the line of the route, and unexpected, as one 
80 soon about to come upon them in the shape of a practical mea- 
sure. Our first object was to inform them qi what had been done, 
and what was necessary to be done. * * * Our next object 
was to show them that the people of Mobile had the proper inter- 
ests at stake, to induce them to undertake this work, and carry it 
into execution. * * * Third, that the construction of this road 
would not only enhance the value of the lands, but that it would* 
brino" into cultivation all the lands within reach of its influence. 
That it would develope the resources of the country, and increase, 
its wealth and population. Fourth, the advaiitages of this road 
to the people along the line, as an investment of stock. It is 
estimated that the citizens of Mississippi, Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky, along the line of this road, and who will form its local pop- 
ulation when completed, pay annually for the transportation of 
their produce and the return of their supplies, over one million of 
dollars. This money is paid to steamboats, in which they have not 
one dollar of interest, and the money is taken entirely from the 
country, which is consequently, annually impoverished to that ex- 
tent. This sum in five years, would build the road entirely through 
those States. If the people along the line, take the stock in the 
road and construct it themselves, the amount paid for freight re- 
turns to the pockets of the stockholders, and if not all clear profit, 
still remains in the country, and adds a million to its wealth every 
year. * * We assumed as a basis throughout the whole line, 
that the people of Mobile would, with the assistance received below 
that point, construct the road to the Kemper county line, ♦ ♦ ♦ 
The road in Kemper, reaches the prairies, or what are called the 
'black lands,' — ^the rich interior cotton growing region of Missis- 
sippi, extending north about one hundred and thirty miles into 
Tishamingo county, within thirty miles of the north boundary of 
Mississippi, and within fifty miles of the Tennessee river. ^ *- * 
The line of the road passes directly through the heart of thes^ 
lands. There is much wealth and ample ability to construct the 



road through this part of the line. It is confidently believed, how- 
ever, that if the people of Mobile will construct the road to Kem- 
per line, the people of Mississippi will carry it through the State. 
They have the ability, and from the assurances we received, will 
not fail in the disposition to do so. * * * * The road goes 
about one hundred and twenty-five miles through Tennessee, and 
for the most part, directly through the heart of its wealthiest popu- 
lation, and richest lands. In this State we had eveiy assurance 
that one-half of the stock necessary to build the road within its 
limits would be raised by individual subscriptions, with the confi- 
dent reliance of aid from the State for the other half. The State 
having already given her aid to Eastern and Middle Tennessee, 
for about 650,000 dollars, each ; and the same amount being due 
the Western District, it cannot be refused when the people of the 
District shall claim it for a work of internal improvement of great 
interest to the State, presented with favorable prospect of success. 
In this State, if others do their duty, the success of the road may 
be considered as established. * ♦ * The road extends only 
about twenty miles into Kentucky. It passes, however, through 
a valuable and fertile region of country. * # * That Ken- 
tucky will do her duty in the construction of the road within her 
limits does not admit of question. * * *." 

From these extracts, it will be perceived that notwithstanding the 
unpropitious season of their visit — it being upon the eve of an ex- 
citing political contest — the importance of the Mobile artd Ohio 
Rail Road is fully recognised by the people along the line, who 
have given the strongest assurances to the Commissioners, of their 
disposition to co-operate with the citizens of Mobile in the prose- 
cution of that noble enterprise. 

A few only, of the local Commissioners have reported to the 
Board the amounts of stock subscribed in their respective counties. 
Circular letters have been addressed to them to forward theii re- 
ports, made up to the latest dates, in order that the present state 
of the country subscriptions might be communicated to the stock- 
holders in this report, but owing to the irregularity of the mails in 
the interior, the more remote counties on the line have not been 
lieard from. The returns received, show an aggregate country 
subscription of eleven hundred and ten shares, or 111,000 dollars. 

This is suflBciently encouraging to the subscribers in Mobile, 
when it is considered that the project was for the first time brought 
to the notice of the people of the interior a few months since, -by 
the presence of Messrs. Gaines and McRae. The Board is as- 
sured by the local Commissioners, that the stock thus far subscri- 
bed, is not to be taken as indicating, in any degree, the extent of 
the support which will be given to the road; and in their opinion, 
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little diiHculty will be found in raising the amount required from 
them, when the resolutions of the Board to place the Mobile end of 
the route under contract, are carried into effect. In the language 
of one of the local Commissioners in Mississippi, himself an intelli- 
gent and wealthy planter, " many are waiting to see the road loca- 
ted ; when many who have n6w subscribed, will double, and some 
triple, or add a cipher to their present subscriptions. Many are 
willing to donate this small subscription, and all are anxious for 
the completion of the road." Such is the general tenor of the va- 
rious communications received from Mississippi, since the books 
have been opened in that State, and the Directors are fully satisfied 
from the various evidences before them, that after the construction 
of the road is commenced, the subscriptions there will be made 
equal to the requirements of the work. 

As soon as practicable, after the appointment of the piincipal 
Engineer, the necessary instruments and equipments for four field 
parties were purchased in New York, by a member of the Board, 
in connexion with Capt. Childe, and forwarded one-half to Mobile, 
and the remainder to Cairo. 

Capt, Childe then proceeded to Cairo, and from thence, having 
been joined by Mr. Troost, who had been appointed principal 
Assistant, continued overland, following the direction of the route 
to Mobile. 

The line having been divided into four general sections, tlie En- 
gineering corps for the first division was organized at Mobile, and 
the survey commenced from the city boundary, in the month of 
November last, under the direction of Thomas S. O'Sullivan, 
First Assistant. 

The second division under the charge of Lewis Troost, Prin- 
cipal Assistant, was in the field soon after, and is now progressing 
through the prairie lands of Mississippi. 

The third and fourth parties, with F. S. Smith and H. S. Mc- 
Kean, First Assistants, respectively in charge, were also at work 
before the close of December, upon the noithem end of the line. 

The organization of these parties is complete and efficient, and 
the survey is progi'essing, under the most favorable auspices. The 
plan of the survey embraces — ^in addition to a thorough instrumen- 
tal examination of the route recommended by Mr. Troost — the 
survey of another route further west, which has been noticed by 
the Chief Engineer, as worthy of special consideration. This route 
diverges from the first in the valley of the Escatawba, and, passing 
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through Clark and Wayne into Jaspei' county, Mississippi, con- 
tinues north via Newton, Neshoba, Winston, Chickasaw counties, 
&c., into Tennessee, uniting again with the other route in Obion 
county, in that State. 

Should it be found upon comparison between these two routes, 
that the cost of construction will not be materially affected by the 
choice of either — ^the final location of the road must then necessa- 
rily be greatly inSuenced in favor of that route, which will contri- 
bute the largest amount of subscriptions to the work. 

Their remoteness from market, and the great difficulty and ex- 
pense incurred in reaching the rivers, at the season when their crops 
are ready to go forward, under the present condition, would make 
this road invaluable to the counties od the Western route, and will 
doubtless call forth every efibrt upon the part of those counties, to 
secure for themselves, the immense advantages which the construc- 
tion of this great line of railway through their limits, would ensure 
them. 

From the Report of the Treasurer, (Appendix C,) it will be seen 
that the amount of monies received by the Company up to the 5th 
instant was $19,122 35. This has been derived from the follow- 
ing sources : 

From first instalment on 6,317 shares at 1 per cent $6,317 GO 

Extra payments on 36 shares 59 00 

6.376 00 
Deducting from this, amount of sundry bills for preliminary 

expenses incurred by the Corporators, and paid by their 

order of June 5th, 1848 528 45 

Leaving a balance on hand at organization of the Board $5,847 55 

Second Instalment of 2 per cent, on 6,317 shares, called in 

December 11th, 1848 $12,634 00 

Leas amount not collected.. 1,566 00 

11,068 00 

Extra payments on five shares 7 50 

11,075 50 

First Instalment of 3 per cent, on 684 shares, subscribed 

dnee re-opening of the books, to date 2,052 00 

Less amounts in hands of Ward Committees 675 00 

1.377 00 
Extra payments on three shares, (in fuU) 291 00 

1,668 00 

First Instaluieiit of 1 per eeut on 1,110 shares, country sub- 
scription 1,110 00 

Leds remaining in hands of Local CommissioDers 694 60 4l6 00 

Diflcoant on N. 0. Exchange, sale of horse, <&.c., &^ 115 30 

ld,182 35 

B 
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The expenditures up to the same period have been as follows ; 

Expenseg of Delegate to Congress ff 250 00 

Commiflsioners Gaines and McRae 1,349 30 

Purchase of Carriage &, Hameaa for do. 155 50 

$1,754 80 
CoNTiNGX VT OflUce expenses, postage, Slc 75 00 

Printing Pamphlets, notices, &c 78 70 

Stationery, blank books &c.,for office . . 136 63 

290 33 

Survey — Ou^ — Instruments for four field parties 1,181 25 

Camptents " " " " 248 25 

Horses, Wagons, Harness, camp equip- 
age, .4&c., &c., for first division 932 96 

Horses, Wagons, Harness, camp equip- 
age, &c., &c., for 2d division in part. 302 33 

StaHonery Field Books, drawing paper &c., &c., 

four field parties 109 25 

Drawing implements, &c.,forlst div.. 32 25 

Salaries Pay Roll lst&2ddiv.'stoDec. 1, '48.; 687 30 

Contingent In«urance, Expanses Engineers, Ex- 
change, &c., &c 430 8J 

Chief Engineer.,. Equipment 3d & 4th divisions, expended 

by Chief Engineer 914 41 

In hands of T. S. O'SuIlivan, A. E. 31st 

Dec. '48 567 61 

Inhandsof L. Troost,A. E. Dec. 31,'48. 675 74 

" " F. S. Smith, " " " . 660 00 

" " H.S.M'Kean" " ** . 880 00 

" ♦* Chief Eng. app. to survey... 370 59 

Deposited inN.Orleans, due Jan.25, '49. 1,012 65 

" B.Mobile, fori div." ** " . 450 00 

N. Orleans due Feb. 25, '49. 1,012 65 

10,468 05 

Total expenditures 12,513 18 

Balance m Treasury, February 5th, 1849- 6,609 17 

$19,122 35 

In these expenditures are embraced all articles purchased for 
the use of the Company, and for the purposes of the survey. A 
large portion of these will be of value at the close of the survey, and 
cannot, therefore, be considered as properly chargeable to the ex- 
pense account. It is impossible at this time to furnish an accurate 
iitatement of such property, it being distributed among the various 
engineering parties along the line. 

It will be proper here, to remark, that the funds of the Company 
are deposited in the Bank of Mobile, and can only be drawn out by 
the check of the President, countersigned by the Treasui<er; and, 
by a rule of the Board, all accounts are audited and approved by 
the Finance Committee, before such check can be given. 

Actuated by an earnest desire for the early progress of the work, 
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and determined to push it forward with all possible vigor, the Board 
resolved to re-open the Books on the 10th day of January last, for 
the purpose of increasing the Mobile subscription to one million 
dollars ; which, with such aid, as could be safely counted upon 
from other sources, at a more advanced stage of the work, in the 
exchange of labor, iron, &c., for stock — it was believed would be 
ample to place the road under full operation to the Kemper couiv 
ty line. 

The Chief Engineer was also instructed to furnish a detailed 
report, with estimates, &c., for the first division of one hundred 
miles, in advance of his general report, in order that the construc- 
tion of the road might be commenced without unnecessary delay, 
after the requisite sum shall be subscnbed. 

The Books were opened accordingly, on the date before men- 
tioned, since which, the new subsorij)tions received, up to this 
time, amount to 684 shares or 684,00 dollars. This, with 6,317 
shares before subscribed, makes an aggregate subscription in Mo- 
bile of 700,100 dollars. 

The magnitude of this undertaking, rendering it necessary that 
eveiy interest should be called uppn to contribute to its support; 
and the vast benefits to be derived by the City from its early ac- 
complishment, in increased wealth and population, and new sources 
of public revenue, making it proper that her aid should be obtain- 
ed as far as practicable, application was made to the corporate 
authorities for their co-operation, in such manner as might be deem- 
ed compatible with a due regard to her present financial condition. 

This application has been entirely successful, and the City has, 
by resolution of her authorities, agreed to aid the Company by a 
subscription of 300,000, in annual payments of 25,000 dollars each, 
to be raised by a special tax upon the real estate of the City. By 
the terms of this resolution of the city authorities, this subscription 
to be carried into effect, requires the sanction of the property hol- 
ders of the City, and of the State Legislature, which will no doubt 
be readily granted. 

Adding this sum, therefore, to the individual subscriptions, the 
aggregate Mobile subscriptions reach one million dollars, an amount 
sufficient, as has been heretofore stated, to authorise the Board to 
commence the construction of the road, as soon as the estimates 
shall be received from the Chief Engineer. 

The duties devolving upon the President and Directors, during 
the past year, have been arduous, and of a nature to require a largo 
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portion of their time — often at much pergrOD^I inconvenience. 
These services have been cheerfully rendered without any other 
remuneration than the consciousness that their labors have been 
successful in forwarding, in a material degree, the entei^rise over 
which they have been called to preside — an enterprise which has 
been truly denominated, " one of the most important works of In- 
ternal Improvement ever projected in the Union." 

In reviewing the past, the Directors cannot resist the expression 
of their congratulation to the Stockholders, upon the increasing fa- 
vor which this undertaking is receiving from every quarter. Only 
two years have elapsed since it was first spoken of in the streets of 
this city, and was ridiculed as a visionary, impracticable scheme. 
Now, it has attained a position to command the earnest attention of 
the whole country. Other lines of magnitude are already projec- 
ted in Kentucky and Illinois, to connect Louisville and Chicago, 
with the terminus at Columbus; and from the active zeal display- 
ed in those States in behalf of Internal Improvements, there is lit- 
tle doubt that the completion of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, 
five years hence, will furnish the last link, in an unbroken chain of 
railway communication from Mobile to Boston and Montreal. That 
tJtis road can be completed within that period is certain, with a mod- 
erate and united effort on the part of the people immediately upon 
the route. If Georgia has been able to put 700 miles of railway 
in operation within a brief space^much of it at a season when, in 
common with the whole country, her people were passing through 
a severe commercial crisis ; with public credit impaired, and her 
Banks in a state of suspension — surely, the four States through 
which this road will pass, by exerting but a tithe of Georgia ener- 
gy and enterprise, can easily accomplish their four hundred and 
sixty or seventy miles of rail road in the next five years. 

An interesting paper from the Chief Engineer, which is append- 
ed to this report, explains in a dear and practical manner, the won- 
derful bearing which this work will have upon the value of pro- 
perty in its neighborhood — establishing conclusively, by facts drawn 
from the history of similar improvements elsewhere, that the lands 
between Mobile and Columbus, Kentucky, within twenty miles of 
the road, will be enhanced nearly twenty-five millions of dollars 
by its completion. To the planters of East Mississippi, adjacent 
to the road, this consideration appeals with unanswerable forcCf 
The indirect benefits to accrue from the opening of such a vast 
highway, will be shared in a greater degree by the plaxiting interest. 
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tkm^ by any otlier class ; and a comprehension^ of this fact should 
make them at once its most zealous advocates and supporters. 
Aside from the reduction of expenses in transporting their pro- 
duce to market, and the increased demand which would arise for 
the various other commodities, for which they have at present 
no market, items of no small amount in the aggregate — there can 
be no doubt in the mind of any intelligent man, that every dollar 
invested in the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, will yield a handsome 
return of profit to the stockholder. It should be remembered also 
that a large proportion of the cost of building a rail road, is ex- 
pended among the people of the country through which it passes, 
and that much of the amount subscribed by the planters, would 
return to them again, in payment for supplies which they would be 
called upon to furnish, in the wages of labor, &c., &c., so that, al- 
though the amount expended would be large, yet the portion ac- 
tually withdrawn from the community would be so small as not to 
be sensibly felt. 

Looking forward to the conclusion of the suiTey during the com- 
ing summer, the Board would impress upon the local Commis- 
sioners, the necessity of early and unremitting efforts to procure 
subscriptions in their respective districts, in order that the progress 
of the work may not be delayed. The grading will be commenced 
on the portion allotted to Mobile, as soon as the estimates are re- 
ceived from the Engineer — and the subscriptions already secured 
in this city, furnish a sufficient guaranty that there will be no fail- 
ure here. About one hundred and twenty miles above Mobile, 
the Mississippi Road from Brandon, which is rapidly advancing 
eastward, and will ere long be completed to the Alabama line — will 
intersect the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road. It is the opinion of the 
Board that when this connexion is formed, a traffic will at once 
spring lip, which will yield a profit upon the stock invested ; and 
bring a large accession to the trade of Mobile, from the fertile coun- 
try north and east of Jackson. 

It is the desire of the Board, to begin the construction in Missis- 
sippi, also, as soon as the amount subscribed in that State shall be 
large enough to warrant such a course. It remains, therefore, with 
the friends of the road there, to decide how soon they shall parti- 
cipate in its benefits and advantages. For the purpose of co-ope- 
rating with the local Commissioners, and with a view to prompt and 
concerted action upon this point, the Directors have appointed M. 
J. D. Baldwyn, Esq., an Agent of the Company, and he will 
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proceed in a few days to Mississippi, upon these and other duties 
connected with the Road. 

In conclusion, the Directors, while they have strong and unabated 
confidence, that the progress of this noble enterprise, henceforth, 
will be steadily onward to final and triumphant success — ^have no 
disposition to conceal their belief, that the united and persevering 
efforts of all whose interests are involved in its completion, must 
be called into requisition to effect it. Let then, every stockholder 
give his personal iuHuence and zealous* service to the work, at this 
stage of its operations, and it will speedily gain a strength to over- 
come whatever difficulties may be encountered, and render its fu- 
ture progress easy and certain. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

FRANCIS B. CLARK, 

J. EMANUEL, J. Com. 

S. GRIFFITTS FISHER, 

An interesting paper from the Chief Engineer was then read by 
the President, as follows : 

Columbus, Ky., January 5, 1849. 
To Sidney Smith, Esq., 

President of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company : 

Dear Sir : Having made a partial reconnoisance of the country 
between the Ohio River and Mobile ; and having organized and 
placed in the field, four different parties of Surveyors, who are now 
actually engaged in running the necessary lines to determine the 
best location of the Rail Road ; it may be agreeable to you, and 
useful to your Company, to receive from me some general remarks 
upon the practicability and character of the great work you have 
undertaken. Tliese I am happy to make, in advance of a detailed 
report upon the results of the surveys, in consequence of the mis- 
apprehension existing along the route, and to some extent in Mo- 
bile, in relation to the ability of the people to build the road at this 
time, and as to its capacity as a labor-saving machine. 

First — The country through the whole distance is of the second- 
ary alluvial formations; exhibiting but few points of rock excavation, 
and these of the softest kinds of limestone and sandstone. Its sur- 
face is moderately undulating ; but where the road will natui^ally 
cross the dividing ridges, does not exceed 250 to 300 feet abote 
the nearest navigable waters of the Tennessee or Tombigby riverft 
— nor will the road be at the highest point over 650 to 700 feet 
above tide water at Mobile. Very little stone lit for maso^iry can 
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be found; but materials for bricks, and timber in the greatest 
abundance, are every where convenient and suitable for Rail Road 
structures. In fact, the country under examination, topograph!* 
cally and geographically, is very favorable for the construction and 
use of a railway. 

Second — ^In consequence of the slight elevations to be overcome 
and the otherwise general feasibility of the country for a Rail Road 
in the north and south direction, the gradients and curves can be 
made, by a careful location, of easy passage, so that the speed and 
effective power of the engines may be greater upon your road, 
other things being equal, than upon any other line of equal extent 
in the United States. Going south, we hope to have no gradient 
to exceed 30 feet per mile, or north, over 40 feet ; and the shortest 
curve not Jess than 1432 feet, radius. With these natural facilities 
for construction, and the certainty of taking a fair portion of the 
' immense traffic of the Mississippi and of its northern and eastern 
tributary valleys ; also, the whole of the local business of the exten- 
sive agricultural country through which the road will pass, you can 
have no apology for building any other than a permanent, ^r*i class 
road — one as good as the best in the Northern States. With thi^ 
view, a location, plans and estimates, will be presented, which, 
if carried out, cannot fail to give the following results, viz : 

Time of transit of Passenger Trains through 20 hours. 

'* •« " Freight " " 40 " 

Gross load of 14 ton engine, going south on max. grade of 30 feet. . . . 400 tons. 

Of which will be merchandise 236 ** 

Grross load of same engine, going north on max. grade of 40 feet 330 ** 

Of which will be merchandise 194 *' 

On a road of this character, passenger fares will range from 2^ 
to 3J cents, per mile, inversely to the distance travelled. JFreight 
charges IJ to 3 cents, per ton, per mile, for agricultural products, 
salt, lime, plaster, &c., and 2 J to 5 cents, per ton, per mile, for im- 
ported merchandise; all freight charges being proportioned directly, 
to the value, risk and bulk of the articles, and inversely to the dis- 
tance transported. The following table of comparative loads on 
different inclinations, will show the value of reducing the maximum, 
gradients to the lowest practicable limit. 





load on 
level, 
tons. 


Load on Ascent of 




10 feet 

per mile 

tons. 


20 feet 

per mile 

tons. 


30 feet 40 feet 

per mile per mile 

tons, r tons. 


50 feet 

per mile 

tons. 


60 feet 

per mile 

tons. 


(arroM load 24 ton 

Eiigiae 

Netldadsofmdze. 


1000 

587 


672 
396 


502 
296 


400 
236 


330 
194 


281 
166 


243 
142 
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Hence, the cost of traction, per ton, on a level, compared with 
the gradients m^iticmed in the table, will be in the ratio of 1 — 1,49 
— 1,98-*2,49 — 3 — 3,53 and 4,13. Every person can see from ^is 
the importance of the lowest gradients as an element of cheap 
freights; also, of & strong iron rail, without which a smooth road 
surface cannot be maintained, even on a level gradient. 

Third — The great benefits of this road to the country to be tra- 
versed by it, will be fully proved by enabling ^e agriculturists of 
Western Kentucky and Tennessee, and Northern Mississippi and 
Alabama, to crop their fields and place the products in the Mobile 
market twelve to twenty days earlier than can be done from the 
States north of the Ohio; and also, by furnishing the cidzens of 
Mobile, and the planters of the whole cotton growing region of 
Eastern Mississippi and Northern Alabama, Mrith their supplies of 
provisions, directly from the north, at all seasons of the year, and 
over an average distance of 200 to 400 miles instead of 1500 to 1800 
miles, as is now the practice via the Ohio, Mississippi and Tombig* 
by rivers. 

The soil on nearly four-fifths of the entire route, is on an aver- 
age, as rich and fertile as any in the Western country, and, in con- 
sequence of its distance from market, isnow but partially cultivated* 
That it will be thickly settled and greatly enhanced in value by 
your road cannot be doubted. Of this enhancement of value, I 
venture to give you the following estimate : 

1st mile, each dde of the road 450,000 acres, average $5 . . $2^250,000 

2d " " « " " 450,000. " " 4|- 2,137^500 

3d " « " " " 450,000. " " 4i.. 2,025,000 

4th " *' " " " 450,000. " « 4i.. 1,912,500 

6th « *• " " " 450,000. " « 4 .. 1,800,000 

6th " " " ** " ......450,000. " " 3|.. 1,688,500 

7th " " " " '• 450,000. " « 3J.. 1,565,000 

8th " " " " " 450,000. " " 3i.. 1,462<500 

9th " " *' " " 450.000. " « 3 - 1,350,000 

10th" " *' " " 450,000. " " 3|.. 1,237,600 

llih" " " " " 450,000. " " a^.. 1,125,000 

12th" " " " " 450,000. " " 2i.. 1,012,500 

13th" " " " " 450,000. " « 2 .. 900,000 

14th" " " " " 450,000. " " 1|.. 787,660 

15th" " " " " 450,000. " " li.. 675,000 

16th" " *' " " 450,000. " ** l|.. 562,600 

17th" " " " " 450,000. « " 1 -. 450^000 

18th" " " " " 450,000. " " |.. 337,500 

19th<* " »i *i u ..:. '-450,000. " " jj.. 225,000 

20th" " " " " 450,000. " " i-. 115,^ 

Pine region and Ridge landa 2,300,000. " " J.. 1,150,000 

. . .11,500,000. , $24,769,000 

Judging from the effetst of rail roads elseWli^e upon the value 

of real estate, one-half of tliis increase will be realized in five years, 



and the whole withiir fifteen years after tl&e roa^ shall hihre been^ 
Completed. 

Foy,rth — Are the people of the country adjacent to the route 
sufficiently numerous and in condition to make the road in the next' 
five years % I believe they are. And could they all be induced 
to unite in contributing to the work by taking stock in proportion,' 
respectively, to their taxable property, real and personal, the road 
would be completed \xi'two and a half years^ instead of five, or any 
longer period. In proof of this, it is only necessary to state, that 
tiiere are, at this time, not less than seventy-eight thousand men, 
white and black, living within two tiers of counties on the route. 
About sixty-three thousand of these are in the condition of laborers, 
while the other fifteen thousand are occupied in professional and 
mercantile callings, as large landed proprietors, or gentlemen of 
fortune and leisure ; each and all able to pay for the labor of others. 
We may, therefore, consider the country capable of fumishinr 
continually, for all departments of the work One-eighth of its entire 
manual strength, say 9,750 men, and as many horses as may be 
needed. In two and a half years these men should work 625 days 
each, which will give in the aggregate 6,093,750 days work. Two- 
thirds of this labor will probably be required on the grading, bridg- 
ing and permanent fixtures of the road, and the remaining one- 
third will consist of foreign labor, in making the iron and machin-* 
^ry, and transporting the same to the line. Without going at thi« 
time into a calculation" of the actual amount of work to be done,* 
which must be determined by the survey, now in progress, I as- 
sume, for this argument, that about an average of 13,200 days work 
of men, and 5,000 of horses may be required, per mile, to complete 
the road and stock it with buildings, cars and engines; making an 
ftggregate for the whole route of 6,072,000 days work of men, and 
2,300,000 days work of horses. The manual portion being lejss " 
than one-eighth of the present labor of the country contiguous to ' 
the route for the period of two and a half y^ars. Let then, the ' 
63,000 local and laboring people with their cattle, build the railway, 
pern[ianent fixtures and lay the tr^ck ; and the 15^00 other dtizens, 
who hold and control capital, furnish the iron and machinery. 

This will be a simple application of the principle of associate 

labor of men and capital, which has been so vastly beneficial to the 

Northern and Middle States ; the &uits of which are honorable and 

'dieful employment, common interests, prosperity and happineM' 

tcf all classes of the people. 

G 
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In nature, tbe Ant and the Bee, beuaitfully exemplify the same 
beneficent idea. Apply it to your present enterprise, and every 
^nan interested will be astonished to behold how much can be ac- 
eomplished in a short time, even during the waste days of a single 
winter. From what I have seen of the people of the interior, they 
are exceedingly anxious to have the road, and will be well dispo- 
sed to associate, for their portion of the work, as above suggested. 
They all know that " many hands make light work.'* 

"Pifth — The work of making the road belongs to the people who 
are to reap the benefits of it ; at least, three-JourtJis of it ; thereby 
creating a property upon which one-fourth of tlie entire cost may 
be borrowed for a time, if necessary or convenient, until the road, 
by invigorating industry of all kinds, and producing a revenue, may 
entirely pay for itself. But, if what I have said of the labor of the coun- 
try and the mode ofxombining it with capital in this work be true, 
there will be little need of borrowing. So long, however, as the 
idea is entertained of foieign aid in raising the first three-fourths of 
the stocky the completion of the road will be delayed. 

Sixth — The route now under survey is that mainly recommend- 
ed by Mr. Troost ; passing through portions of Ballard and Hick- 
man counties, Kentucky; Obion, Gibson, Madison, McNairy and 
Hardin or Hardiman counties, Tennessee ; Tisharaingo, corner of 
Pontotoc, Itawamba, Monroe, Lowndes, Noxubee, Kemper, Lau- 
derdale, Clark-e and Wayne counties, Mississippi ; and Washington 
and Mobile counties, Alabama. 

Another general route is worthy of particular consideration, and 
18 as follows : Diverging from the first route in Obion county, Ten- 
nessee ; thence througli portions of Gibson, Haywood and Fayette 
counties, Tennessee ; Marshall, Fayette, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Winston, Neshoba, Newton, Jasper, Clarke and Wayne counties, 
Mississippi ; and Washington and Mobile counties, Alabama — 
joining the other route again in the valley of the Escatawba. — 
These two routes denominated the Eastern and Western, are the 
most favorable that the country presents — and the thorough exam- 
inations now under way, will enable me to report upon their com- 
parative merits. 

Very Respectfully and truly, 

I am your obedient servant, 

JOHN CHILDE, 
Chief Engineer, 
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On motion of GsoReE N. Stewart, Esq., it wat 

Resolved, That we recommend to the next Board of Directon, 
that they do commence the construction of the Rail Road from 
Mobile, as early as practicable, and that they proceed with it 
Northwardly as fast as the means at their disposal will permit, as 
proposed by the present Board in the resolutions published by them- 

S. Griffitts Fisher, Esq., offered the following resolutions 

which were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That this meeting cordially recommend to the favora- 
ble notice and action of Congress, the continuation of an energetis 
and active prosecution of the Coast Survey, as a work of the greatest 
utility to the various interests of the Union, and calculated to re- 
flect honor upon the intelligence and patriotism of the country. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be tendered to Pro- 
fessor Bache, and the officers under his direction for the zeal and 
success with which their duties have been performed in the Bay 
and Harbor of Mobile. 

John J. McRae, Esq., of Mississippi, presented the following 

resolutions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the construction of the Mobile and Ohio Rail 
Road, and of the Central Rail Road of Illinois, connecting the cities 
pf Chicago and Mobile by an unbroken line of communication, ex- 
cept at the mouth of the Ohio, crossing the United States from 
North to South, and running through the heart of the country, at 
its narrowest point, is a reasonable and practicable measure, and 
one demanded, not only by the interests and necessities of these 
points of terminii, but of the whole people along the entire line of 
the route; by the interests and necessities of the several States 
through which this line passes, and by the interosts and necessi- 
ties of the government of the United States. 

Resolved, That this line, when completed, in connection with a 
line of steamships from the city of Mobile to the Isthmus of Tehu- 
antepec, and when the crossing of this isthmus is made, in connec- 
tion with a line of steamships from its Pacific side to California and 
Oregon, is the most practicable and direct channel of, communica- 
tion with all the parts of the heart U. States, on the East with her 
possessions on . the Pacific, and is the one most demanded by the 
interests and necessities of the people and the government of the 
United States. , 

Resolved^ That the superiority of this line of communication, with 
the Pacific, over that proposed by Mr. Whitney, for the present is, 
the expedition with which its execution may be accomplishecjj and 
the greatly diminished cost of its successful and speedy establish- 
ment. And that its superiority over the route of the Isthmus of 
Darien is manifest from an inspection of the map, in its greatly di- 
minished distance, and by reference* to the resources of the Missis- 
sippi Valley, which it p^-oposes to. connect so inuuediatelj wilk 
Ibis is^onunerce of; the Pacific. , .1 
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Resolved, 7%&t it ifttbe policy and duty of the ^oveftituetit of 
A^ United States, to negotiate \nth, and secure ftom the govem- 
^itteiiat or Mexico, at the earliest practicable period, the right of way 
Across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and to gi-ant liberal aid fortl»» 
<x»nstniction of a Railway across that Isthmus, to establish without 
.4ielay this channel of communication with her possessions on tb^ 
Pacific. 

Resolved^ Iliatitis also the duty and policy of the government 
of the United States, in order to facilitate the construction of the 
Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, and of the Central Rail Road of lUio' 
nois, to grant liberal appropriations of the public domain, to aid in 
completing most speedily these 5¥orks ; ^nd that it is also the duty 
and policy of the several States through which these lines of roa4 
pass, looking to the immense benefits which they are to derive from 
them, to comye liberally to the aid pf these roads« with whatever 
means and in whatever manner, their respective Legislatures shall 
deem best, to secure their most speedy and successAil accomplish- 
ment. 

itesotvedf That it h the sense of the Stockholders of this Com- 
pany, that die Directors elected to manage the afiairs of the CotA- 
pahy for the ensuing year, shall take all measures^ which in their 
jttdgment shall b$ deemed most efficient to secure die objects set 
forth in the above resolutions. 

On motioi^, the ineeting then adjoutaed to Wedntesday, 7th iatr 

itant, fyt an el^doh of Directors. 

SIDNEY SMITH, President. 
AiEiFjaftb P. TjBiwis, Secretary. 



Wednbsdat, February 7, 1849. 

At the electioni beld this day» at the Office of the Mobile an^ 

Q^io Rail Road Company, the following gentlemen having i^. 

tteived a majority of votes^ were elected jl^reotors of the Company 

fef the ensuing yeat, Viz : 

Sidney Smith, A. W» GotittoN, 

iPnANCjo B. ClarIc^, Charles LsBAttdKr, 

David StODDBit, «roUN Bloodoood, 

S. GrIFP^TTS FiSHEBy J. M. CuNNINGHAtt, of MlMl. 

Weo. N. Stewart, B. E. Gray, of fiLy., 

Moses Waring, W. H. Lotro, of TettH. 

lytoNDAY, f^ebruazj IS, 1849. 
At « m^Hetiiig ^ the new Soabd &f DiregtorB) SIDNJEY 
MUTH, t&w^^ was MnanimoQAly t^e-^lected President^ Alpkip 
F. Irwin, Secretary ; and G^n. ThoxAJ W. M.tCo% TfeWMMIP. 
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AN ACT 
To Incorporate the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company. 

Whereas, The State of Alabama, by An Act, 
Approved, 3d February, A. D., 1S48., enacted as fol- 
lows : 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Senate and House 
of Representatives of tJie State of Alabama, in Gen- 
eral Assembly, convened, That Jonathan Emanuel, 
George N. Stewart, Moses Waring, Sidney Smith, 
John Bloodgood, Miguel D. Eslava, Samuel G. Fish- 
er, Charles LeBarron, John A. Campbell, Archibald 
W. Gordon, Charles Gascoigne, Philip Phillips, John 
C. Whitseet and M. J. D. Baldwyn, with such other 
persons as shall associate with them, for that pur- 
pose, are constituted a body politic and corporate, by j^tyj^ of c^r- 
the name of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Roaa Cora- poration, 
pany, and by that name to sue and be sued; plead 
and be impleaded in any Court of this State j to make 
and have a common seal, and the same break, alter 
and renew at pleasure; and this Company is hereby , 

vested with all powers, privileges and immunities .j^^l^^^'* 
which are or may be necessary to carry into effect the 
purposes and objects of this act, hereafter set forth ; 
and said Company is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to locate, construct and finally complete, a sin- 
gle, double or treble Rail Road or Way, from some 
suitable point in the city of Mobile, in a western or 
north westerly direction, to the west line of this State, 
towards the mouth of the Ohio river, in such route as 
shall be deemed most expedient; and to transport, 
take and carry property and persons, upon said Rail 
Road or Way, by the power and force of steam, of 
animals, or of any other mechanical or other power, or 
any combination of them, which said company may 
ehoose to apply; and for the purpose of constructing 
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said Rail Road or Way, the said company is hereby 
authorized to lay out the road not exceeding one hun- 
dred feet wide, through the whole length ; and for the 
purposes of depots, cuttings and embankments, and 
for the purpose of necessary turnouts, and for obtain- 
ing stone and gravel, may take as much more land as 
may be necessary for the construction and security of 
said road ; with permission to make any lawful con- 
tract with any other Rail Road corporation, in rela- 
tion to the business of said company, and also to make 
joint stock with any other Rail Road corporation : 
Provided^ That all damages that may be occasioned 
to any person or corporation by the tadcing of any such 
land or materials aforesaid, for the purpose aforesaid, 
shall be paid for by said company, in the manner 
hereinafter provied 
Capital Stock Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the capital 
not to exceed Stock of said company shall not exceed Ten Millions 
$10,000,000. of Dollars, to be divided into shares of One Hundred 
Dollars each, which shares shall be deemed personal 
property, and may be transferred in such manner, and 
at such places as the By-Laws of said company shall 
direct : Provided, That said company may commence 
the construction of said road, with all the powers and 
privileges contained in this act, whenever the sum 
subscribed to the capital stock, shall exceed TwoHun^ 
dred and Fifty Thousand Dollars. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted^ That the persons 
named in the first section or a majority of them 
Books of Sab- shall 'open Books to receive subscriptions to the cap- 
^criptionto be ital stock of said company, at such times and places, 
•pened. ^^ ^q^ qj, g^ majority of them may appoint, and shall 

give such notice of the time and places of opening 
said books, as they may deem reasonable, and shall 
receive said subscriptions under such regulations as 
they may adopt for the purpose, and if more than ^ve 
thousand shares of stock shall be subscribed, they 
shall have the power to make the shares, as subscribed, 
the capital stock of said company : Provided, They 
Not to exceed sb^^^ ^^^ exceed one hundred thousand shares, and in 
100,000 shares, case the subscription shall exceed one hundred thous<- 
and shares, the same shall be reduced and apportion- 
ed in such manner as may be deemed most beneficial 
to the corporation. 
^ . Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the imme- 

sistof thirteen ^^^® government and direction of the affairs of said- 
Directors. company shall be vested in a Board of Thirteen Di- . 
rectors, who shall be chosen by the stockholders of' 
said company, in the manner hereinafter provided, 
and shall hold their office until others are duly elec* 
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ted and qualified to take their places, as Directors ; 
and the said Directors, seven of whom, the President 
being one, shall be a quorum for the ti^ansaction of 
business, shall elect one of their number to be Presi- 
dent of the Board, who shall also be President of said Pretident, Ac- 
company ; they shall also choose a Secretary, and such ^^^^"^ ^ Trea- 
other officers as they may deem necessary, and a Trea- choien. 
surer, who shall give bond with security to said com- 
pany, in such sum as the said Directors may require, 
for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enactedf That the persons 
authorized by the third section of this act, to open the 
books for subscription to the capital stock, are hereby 
authorized, after the books of subscription to the cap- 
ital stock of said company are closed, or when the sum 
subscribed shall exceed Two Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars, to call the first meeting of the M t e t i n g of 
stockholders of said company, in such way and at such stockholderi. 
time and place as they may appoint for the choice of 
Directors of said company, and in all meetings of the 
stockholders of said company, each share shall entitle 
the holder thereof to one vote, which vote may be « . - . 
given by said stockholder in person or by lawful proxy, ^ 

and the annual meeting of the stockholders of said i 

company, for the choice of Directors shall be holden 
at such time and place, and upon such notice as the ^ 

said company in their By-Laws, may provide. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted. That in case it shall 
so happen, that an election of Directors shall not be 
made on any day appointed by the By-Laws of said 
company, said company shall not for that cause be 
deemed to be dissolved, but such election may be hol- 
den on any day which shall be appointed by the Di- 
rectors of said company, and said Directors shall have Y**^^?*^^ ^1? 
-. £11 u- u u J *!. Board.hownll- 

power to nil any vacancy which may occur by death, ^^ * 

resignation, or otherwise. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted. That the Direc- 
tors shall have full power to make and prescribe such Directors to 
By-Laws, rules and regulations as they shall deem make by-lawi/ 
needful and proper, touching the disposition and man- 
agement of the stock, property, estate and effects of 
said company, not contrary to this Charter, or the laws 
of this State or of the United States; the transfer of 
shares ; the duties and conduct of their officers and 
servants, touching the election of, and meeting of the 
Directors, and all matters whatsoever, which may ap- 
pertain to the concerns of said company; said com- (Company mar 
pany is also hereby authorized to purchase, receive purchase land 
and hold, such estate as may be necessary and con-^»^i'ishtofw*/ 
voni^nt in aaeomplishing the object for which this in- ^*' 
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t^orporation is gi-an«6d, and may by their ag^ntB, fear- 
Teyors, engineers and eervants, enter upon all landti 
and tenement®, througli wliich tbey may deem it ne- 
cessary to make said road, and^to survey, lay out and 
construdt the same ; and to agree and contract for the 
land or right of way, with the owners, through which 
they may intend to make the said road. In case said 
lands belong to the estate of any deceased person. 
Executors &c ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^® Executor or Administrator of such, or 
authorized to in case of the same belonging to a minor, or person 
contract with non compos mentis, then with his or her Guardian or 
the Company. Guardians, or in case said lands be held by TrusteeH 
of School Sections or other Trustees of Estates, theA 
with such Trustees ; and the said Executors, Admin- 
istrators, Guardians and Trustees, are hereby declar- 
ed competent for such estate or minor, to contract with 
said company for the right to use, occupy and pos- 
sess the lands of such estates, minors or trustees, so 
far as may be useful or necessary to the purpose of ssdd 
Rail Road ; and the act and deed of such Executors, 
Administrators, Guardians or Trustees, in relation 
thereto, shall pass the title in said land, in the same 
manner, as if the said deed or act was made or don^ 
by a legal owner of full age ; and such Executor, Ad- 
ministrator, Guardian or Trustee, shall account to- 
those interested, upon their respective bonds, for the 
amount paid him in pursuance of such agreement and 
composition ; and if the said company and parties re- 
presenting lands prefer, they may refer the question 
of compensation to arbitrators mutually chosen, whose 
award, or that of their umpire, in case of disagree- 
ment, shall vest title stccording to its terms. 

Sec. 8. And he it further enacted, That if the said 
Proceedii^ company cannot agree with the owner of the land 
when parties through which they desire said road to pass, or with 
^nnot agree, the Executor, Administrator, Guardian or Trustee, k 
shall and may be lawful for the Clerk of the Cil*cuit 
Court of the County in which the said land lies, on 
application of said company or its agents, and he is 
required to issue a writ of " ad quod damnum** com- 
manding the Sheriff, that without delay he cause a jury 
of 'six good and la\vful men to be upon such land, on 
a day to be by said Sheriff fixed and appointed, and 
whereof it shall be his duty to give notice to the own- 
er, Executor, Administrator, Guardian or Trustee, 
at least five days before such day, if they be within 
his county, or if not, or if the owner or owners be un- 
known, then notice shall be given by advertisement 
^to be by said Sheriff* posted and fixed on the dwelling 
house, if such there be, or in a public ot oonspicootis 
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plap9, at least five daja before *acb appointed day » and 
also by advciti^ing the same in some newspaper, pub- 
lished nearest the land, at least three weeks, by weekly 
insertions prior to said day, and then cause said jury, 
after being duly sworn by said Sheriflf or Justice of 
the Peace, to make true inquest of the damage that 
will be sustained by sucJi owner or estate, by reason 
of making such road through such land. If any such 
juror shall fail to appear, or by reason of challenge 
for cause or otherwise, fail to sit on such inquest, the 
said Sheriff shall fill said jury from the by-standeis ; 
and if they fail to render a verdict, the said Sheriff 
ahall again on the same or a subsequent day, empannel 
a new jury, or jurors, until a verdict be had ; such ver- 
dict and inquest, regularly certified by such Sheriff, 
shall be returned to the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of the county in which said land may 
be, and there remain among the records; and such 
verdict shall vest in said company the right to occupy 
and use such land for the purposes of said Rail Road, 
on the payment or tender of payment of the damages 
thereon, assessed against such company; and in case 
of persons absent or unknown, as aforesaid, the pla- 
cing of the amount of damages to the credit of the 
owner, in the hands of the Judge of the County Court 
of the county in which such lands may lie, shall be 
deemed and taken as payment ; and such Judges shall 
be liable on their bonds, to make due payment of said 
money on demand. 

Sec. 9. And he it further enacted. That it shall be 
the duty of the Sheriff to appoint and hold said inquest, Sheriff's dtity- 
within ten days after the receipt of said writ of " ad quodSmn'm"^ 
quod damnum" except in cases of absence aforesaid, 
in which case, thirty days shall be allowed him, and 
five days in addition are allowed him for every addi- 
tional jury which he may have under said writ, and 
for every default therein, the said Slieriff shall be fined 
by the Circuit Court, at the instance of either party, 
pot less than twenty nor more than one hundred dol- 
lars ; and every juror and witness summoned, shall 
be fiined not less than ten dollars for non-attendance ; 
43^ all such fines, as well as costs, the Circuit Court of 
the county shall have jurisdiction. There shall be al- 
lowed the following fees, to the Clerk of the Circuit ^jg^j^ig ^^ 
Court— for every writ of " ad quod damnv/m^'' seventy- Sheriff'ifeef. 
five cents : for receiving and filing inquest, seventy- 
five cents-^to the Sheriff, for giving notice, seventy- 
five cents ; besides printer's fees, not exceeding two 
dolliirs in each case : for holding inquest, five dollars, 
^d fox fumjiioniag witnesses, twenty-five cents each. 
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To jurors, serenty-five cents per diem, each ; whicli 
fees are not allowed until a verdict be returned 
and filed, and shall be taxed in the bill of costs, and 
paid by the company : Provided^ Juneever^ That before 
the application for said writ, the said company may 
make a tender to the owner or owners of any such 
land, a sum of money, by them deemed equivalent to 
the damage to be sustained, and upon refusal to ac- 
cept the sum tendered, and a verdict for the same 
amount or a less sum, the costs shall be taxed to and 
paid by the owners of the land upon which inquest is 
held. 

Sec. 10. And he it further enacted^ That said com- 
Companymaypany is hereby authorized to construct, erect, build 
build single, and use, a single, double or treble Railway or road, of 

^?"^*®,°' ^'®" suitable width and dimensions, to be determined by 
ble Railway or ^r r\* -. r -j *i. t ^ 

branches. ^"® Directors oi said company, on the Jme or course 

by them designated, and also under the same rules and 
regulations and restrictions, and with the like privi- 
leges and immunities, as are herein granted to tbe 
main Rail Road, to build and construct Branch Rail 
Roads, on either side of the said main road, not ex- 
ceeding thirty miles, and shall have power to regulate 
the time and manner in which goods and passengers 
shall be transported, taken and carried on the same, 
and shall have power to erect and maintain Toll 
Houses and other buildings for the accommodation of 
their concerns, as they may deem suitable for their in- 
terest. 

May cross wa- ^^^* ^^* -^^^ ^^ it further enacted. That whenever 
tor courses or it shall be necessary for the construction of their sin- 
liighways. gle, double or treble Rail Road or Way, to intersect 
or cross any stream of water or water-course, or any 
road or highway, it shall be lawful for said company 
to construct across^ or upon the same, but the said 
company shall restore the said stream or water-course, 
or road or highway, thus intersected, to its former 
state, or in a sufficient manner not to impair its useful- 
ness, and in all cases where any road or public high- 
way is so located that said Rail Road cannot be judi- 
ciously laid out and constructed across or upon the 
same without interfering therewith, in such case or 
cases, said corporation may by their Engineer, cause 
such road or roads to be changed or altered in such 
manner, that said Rail Road may be made on the best 
site of ground for that purpose : Provided, Said cor- 
poration shall put such road in as good repair, as at 
the time of changing or altering the same. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted. That it shall hm 
lawful for the company hereby incorporated, from feiHi* 
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to time to fix, regttlate and receive the toll and chargee To fix rate of 
by them to be received for transportation of persons or ^^^J*^ ^™™' 
property on their Rail Road or Way, aforesaid, here- 
by authorized to be constructed, erected, built or used, 
or upon any part thereof. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted^ That if any per- 
son or persons vnll, or shall vsdlfully do or cause to be Pereong injar- 
done, any act or acts whatsoever, whereby any build- ^"S works of 
ing, construction or works of said company, or any en- pun^JeJ ^'^ 
gine, machine, or structure, or any matter or thing " 
appertaining to the same, shall be stopped, obstructed, 
impaired, weakened, injured or destroyed, the persons 
so offending, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall forfeit and pay to said company, double the 
amount of damages sustained by reason of such of- 
fences, or injury, to be recovered in the name of said 
corporation, with costs of suit, by action of debt. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted^ That the Direc- 
tors of said company may require the payment of the ^*'®<^*o" ^^7 
sum or sums subscribed to the capital stock of said §itiona<fc times 
company, at such times and in such proportions, and of payment of 
upon such conditions as they may deem fit ; and in subscriptioni. 
case any stockholder shall refuse or neglect to make 
payment, pursuant to the requisition of the Board of 
jDirectors, the stock of such stockholders may be sold 
by the Directors of said corporation, at public auction, 
after the lapse of ninety days, from the time when the 
payment became due; and the surplus money, the 
avails of such sale, after deducting the payments due, 
and interest thereon, and the necessary expenses of 
sale, shall be paid over to such delinquent stockholder. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the pro- 
perty owned by the said company shall at all times be 
subject to taxation in the same manner and to the Property aub- 
same extent, as similar property owned by private in- ^^^ *** taxation 
dividuals. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted. That if the said 
Rail Road shall not be commenced in five years from 
the passage of this act, and shall not be finished within Limitation, 
this State, in ten years from the time of the commence- 
ment thereof, theh this act shall be null and void. 

Approved, 3rd February, 1848. 
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CHARTER OF MISSISSIPPI. 



AND WHEREAS, 

The State of MiaBissippi, is desirous to aid in accompiisbiQ^ thi^objeet of. the saicf 

Act; Therefore — 

Alabama Char- Section 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature qftAe^ 
mLSw*^ with ^^^^ ^ Mississippi, That the Rail Road described in 
•xcepti^n'^^" f ^^® above recited act, be extended in tlie State of Miff- 
section 15. sissippi, from the Alabama line to the State of Ten- 
nessee, in such a direction and on such a route as shalt 
be deemed most expedient ; and that aa to said exten- 
sion, there is granted to the said Mobile and Ohio Rail 
Road Company, when organized, the same rights, 

Eowers and privileges, as are granted to it v^rithin the 
tate of Alabama, by the said act, subject, Jiowever, to 
the same and similar conditions, restrictions, modifi- 
cations and provisions, as are in said act above recited, 
contained and set forth, excepting the provision con- 
tained in section 15, of said act ; and the said ^ct is 
hereby concurred in and adopted, within the State of 
Mississippi, in reference to the said Rail Road, as extend- 
ed, and in reference to tlie said Mobile and Ohio Rail 
Road Company, with the exception of that portion con- 
tained in section 15, as before stated : Provided, That 
in case of persons absent or unknown, whose lands 
maybe condemned pursuant to auctions 7, 8 and 9, of 
said recited act, the placing of the amount of the dam- 
ages assessed to the credit of the owner, in tbe.hwds 
of the State Treasurer, shall be taken as payment,, aud 
on such owner appearing or tendering satisfactory ev- 
idence of his claim thereto, such damages shall be paid 
him by the Treasurer, on the warrant of the Auditor 
of Public Accounts. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Mobile and 

May cross oth- ^^^^ ^^^^ Road Company, shall have full power and 
er Railways, authority to cross with their Railway tracks any Rf«l 

Road in the State of Mississippi, which may have been 

chartered prior to the passage of this act. 

Sec. 3. Be it furiker enacted^ That whenever any 

portion of said Rail Road shall be completed through 
Property not tjjjs State, and is paying an interest of eight per cent, 
til stoclw^ Days P®'^ annum on its cost, and not before, such portion 
8 per cent. niay be taxed the same per eentage and no more, upon 

the capital expended in the construction thereof, as 

lands in this State shall be taxed. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enojcted, That so much of the 

8th section of the above recited act, of the Legislature 

of the State of Alabama, which requires certain dam- 



ages thetein metitioned to be placed to the credit q£ 
the owner in the hands of the Judge of the County 
Court of the county in which such lands may lie, be 
repealed ; and that all such damages shall be placed in 
the hands of the County Treasurer in which the land 
iteay lie, and such deposite in the hands of such County 
Treasurer, shall be deemed and taken as payment, 
and such County Treasurer shall be liable on their offi- 
cial bonds to ma,ke due payment oi said money on de- 
i»and. 

Approved, February 17th, 1848. 



CHARTER OF TENNESSEE. 



AN ACT 
To Incorporate the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company, and (be Tennessee 

Central Rail Road Company. 

Wherbas, It appears to this General Assembly, from 
the memorial of Jotiadian Emanuel, President, and 
Gee. N. Stewart, Sidney Smith, Moses Waring, Chas. 
LeBarron, and S. Griffitts Fisher, Directors of the 
Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Association, that a com- 
pat^y has been organized at Mobile, in the State of 
Alabama, for the purpose »f constructing a Rail Road 
iton^ Mobile to the Tennessee river, and from thence 
to a suitable point near the mouth of the Ohio river ; 
for which purpose, said Board of President and Di- 
rectors have applied to this General Assembly, for the 
passage of such a law as may be necessary to authorize 
the construction of said road through the State of Ten^ 
nessee. And, whereas, It is deemed a matter of vital 
importance to this State, that a direct communication 
by Rail Road, to the Gulf of Mexico be established — 
Therefore : 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the General Assembly 
&f the State of Teimessee, That the said Jonathan 
Emanuel, President, and the said George N. Stewart, 
Sidney Smith, Moses Waring, Charles LeBarron, and 
S. G^fiitts Fisber, Directors, and their associates, who 
shall be the stockholdere of said company, and their 
jftSftce^feoffe, ttnder tkfe naiwb and style <5r " Th^ Mi&bile style of Cor- 
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peration 
Tenneisee. 



m 



Powers. 



and Ohio Rail Road Company/' are hereby declared^ 
to be a body corporate and politic under the laws of* 
Tennessee, with succession for five hundred years, and 
a common seal with capacity to have, receive and en- 
joy, to them and their successors, property and estate 
of whatsoever nature and quality, and the same to 
alien, transfer and dispose o^ so far as may be neces- 
sary to carry into effect the main object of this charter, 
which is hereby declared to be the construction, use 
and maintenance of a Rail Road from Mobile, in the 
State of Alabama, to some point on the Mississippi or 
Ohio river, near the mouth of the Ohio, passing through 
the State of Tennessee. 

Sec. 2 Be it enacted, That said company is hereby 
declared capable of making all contracts ; to sue and 
be sued ; to make by-laws ; to appoint officers, ser- 
vants and agents ; and finally to do all things which 
may be necessary to carry on the business and object 
for which said coi'poration is created. The said com- 
pany is invested with all the powers necessary for the 
construction, repair, use and maintenance of the said 
Rail Road, with as many tracks, depots, turnouts, side- 
tracks, landings, ware-houses, work-shops and appur- 
tenances as they may find necessary ; ana is authorized 
to make all works whatever, which may be necessary or 
expedient for the proper completion, use and utility 
of said road ; and to* use the same for profit, and make 
dividends among the stockholders ; to procure, by pur- 
chase, gift or release, of otherwise, such lands and 
other property, as may be necessary for the site of said 
Rail Road, or its construction and convenient use, or 
for the erection and use of depots, ware-houses, land- 
ings, bridges, or other works connected therewith ; 
and to construct as many lateral roads,* with appurte- 
nances connected with said main stem as they may 
deem proper, not extending more than fifty miles from 
the main road. 

Sec. 3. Be it enacted. That said company shall be 
authorized and required to open books for the sub- 
scription of shares in the capital stock of said corpora- 
tion, in the State of Tennessee, so as to afibrd to the 
citizens of this State an opportunity to take stock, to 
the amount of one-fourth of the capital of said com- 
pany : Provided, That if said fourth be not subscribed 
in Tennessee, within six months after the books are 
opened, then it may be taken elsewhere. 

Sec. 4. Be it enacted, That the right of way is here- 
Right of way. by granted to said corporation, to pass through the 
State of Tennessee with said road; and to use all 
lands, rock, timber, earth, sand, giavel, water orothep 



Books to be o- 
pened in Ten- 
nessee for one- 
fourth of stock 
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materialB whieh may be fotind on the route selected* 
and which may belong to the State of Tennessee, and 
be necessary for the use of the road ; and also to ap- 
propriate and use all such land and materials, being 
private property, as may be necessary, making just 
compensation for all private property used, by contract 
with the parties, or by arbitration with them; and 
when the parties cannot agree upon the compensation 
to be made by the company, for the use of the road, 
depots, &c., then the value shall be ascertained by 
legal proceedings as hereinafter prescribed: 

Sec. 5. Be it enacted, That where any lands or right Right of wi^, 
of way may be required by said company for the pur- ^^^ obtained- 

pose of constructing their road, and for want of asree- !I«*"« pwtie** 
* ^^, -1^1 t* t* 1° cannot osree. . 

ment, as to the value thereot, or from any other cause, 

the same cannot be purchased from the owner or 
owners, the same may be taken at a valuation, to be 
n^ade by five commissioners, or a majority of them, to 
be appointed by the Circuit Court of the county where 
some part of the land or right of way is situated ; and 
the said commissioners, before they act, shall sever- 
ally take an oath, before some justice of the peace, 
faithfully and impartially to discharge the duty assign- 
ed them. In making the said valuation, the commis- 
sioners shall take into consideration the loss or dam- 
age which may occur to the owner or owners, in con- 
sequence of the land being taken, or the right of way 
surrendered, and also the benefit and advantage he, 
she or they may receive from the erection or estab- 
lishment of the Rail Road or works, and shall state * 
particularly the nature and amount of each ; and the 
excess of loss and damage, over and above the benefit 
and advantage, shall form the measure of valuation of \ 

said land or right of way. The proceedings of said 
commissioners, accompanied with a full description 
of said land or right of way, shall be returned under 
the hands and seals of a majority of the commissioners, 
to the court from which the commission issued, there • 
to remain of record. In case either party to the pro- 
ceedings shall appeal from the valuation to the next 
session of the court granting the commission, and give 
reasonable notice to the opposite party of such appeal, 
the court shall order a new valuation to be made by a- 
jury, who shall be charged therewith in the same term, 
or as soon as practicable, and their verdict shall be 
final and conclusive between the parties, unless a new 
trial shall be granted ; and the lands or right of way 
so valued, by the commissioners or jury, shall vest in 
said company in fee simple, so soon as the valuation 
is paid, or tendered and refused. Where there may 

E 
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be an appeal, as aforesaid, from the valuation of cora- 
missioners, by either of tbe parties, the same shall not 
prevent the w^orks, intended to be constructed, from 
proceeding; but where the appeal is by the company 
requiring the surrender, they shall be at liberty to 
proceed in their works, only on condition of giving the 
opposite party a bond, with good security, to be ap- 
proved by the clerk of the court, where the valuation 
is returned, in a penalty equal to double the said val- 
uation, conditioned for the payment of said valuation 
\ and interest, in ca^e the same be sustained, and in case 
it be reversed, for the payment of the valuation there- 
after to be made by the jury, and confirmed by the 
court : Provided, That when the land cannot be had 
by gift or purchase, the construction of the work shall 
not be hindered or delayed during the pendency of 
any proceeding, to assess its value as aforesaid ; nor 
shall any injunction or sKpcrsedeas be awarded by any 
judge or court to delay the progress of said work. 
Sec. 6. Be it enacted, That in the absence of any 
f land^^over contract with the said company in relation to lands 
which ro'd may <^bro ugh which the said road may pass, signed by the 
pass does not owner thereof, or by his agent, or any claimant or per- 
apply for as- gQjj jn possession thereof, which may be confirmed by 
iTTv "V^ars" ^^® owner, it shall be presumed that the land upon 
claim barred. ' which said road may be constructed, together with the 
space of one hundred feet on each side of the centre 
of said road, has been granted to the company by the 
. owner thereof, and said company shall have good right 
and title thereto, and shall have, hold and enjoy the 
same as long as the same be used only for the pur- 
poses of the road, and no longer, unless the person or 
persons owning said land at the time that part of the 
road, which may be on said lamd, was finished, or those 
claiming under him, her or them, shall apply for an 
assessment of the value of the said lands, as herein 
before directed, within five years next after that part 
of said road was finished; and in case the said owner 
or owners, or those claiming under him, her or them, 
shall not apply for such assessment within five years 
next after the said part was finished, he, she or they 
shall be forever barred from recovering of the said 
land, or having any assessment or compensation there- 
for : Provided, Nothing herein contained shall afiTect 
the right of Jemes covert or infants, until two years af- 
ter the removal of their respective disabilities. 

Sec. 7, Be it enacted. That if any person shall wil- 
Persons injur- fjj]jy qj. maliciously destroy, or in any manner hurt, 
CompamrVow damage or obstruct the said Rail Road, or any bridge, 
punifehedl. or any vehicle, used for or in the transportation there- 
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on, such person or persons, so offending, shall be lia- 
ble to be indicted therefor, and on conviction, shall he 
imprisoned not more than six nor less than one month, 
and pay a fine not less than twenty dollars, and shall 
be further liable to pay all the expenses of repairing 
the same. And it shall not be competent for any per- 
son so offending against the provisions of this section, 
to defend himself by pleading, that he was the owner, 
or agent, or servant of the owner of the land where 
such destruction, hurt, damage, injury or obstruction 
was done, or caused, at the time the same was caused 
or done. 

Sec. 8, Be it enacted. That every obstruction to the Obstruction 
safe and free passage of vehicles on the said road, l*ow removed, 
shall be deemed a public nuisance, and may be aba- 
ted as such by any officer, agent or servant of the com- 
pany, and the person causing such obstruction, may 
be indicted and punished for erecting a public nuisance. 

Sec. 9. Be it enacted, That the said company iscomDanv not 
hereby expressly prohibited from carrying on any to carry on 
banking operations ; but may effect insurance on lives banking, 
and property transported on said road. 

Sec. 10. Be it enacted, That the President and Di- 
rectors, clerks, agents and officers of said company Officers ex- 
shall be exempt from military duty, except in cases \^^ and"j?ry 
of invasion or insurrection, and serving on juries ; and duty, 
the servants of said company shall be exempt from 
working on public roads. 

Sec. 11. Be it enacted, That the capital stock of said 
company shall be forever exempt from taxation, and* 
the road, with all its fixtures and appurtenances, in- ^^°^^ ®^®™P^ 
eluding work-shops, ware-houses, and vehicles of trans- 
portation, shall be exempt from taxation for the period 
of twenty-five years from the completion of the road, 
and no t£uc shall ever be laid on said road or its fix- 
tures, which will reduce the dividends below eight 
per cent. 

Sec. 12. Be it enaeted, That the Rail Road author- 
ized by this act, shall be commenced within four years 
after the passage of this act, and shall be finished LinJi^ation. 
within ten years thereafter, otherwise the charter 
hereby granted shall be void. 

Approved, 28th February, 1848. 
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CHiRTER OF KENTUCKY. 



AN ACT 
"^o authorize the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company, to extendtheir Rail Road 
from the Soudi Bouadarjr Line of the State of Kentucky, to the Misaigrippi or 
Ohio Riversv 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembty 
of the Commonwealt7i of Kentucky^ That the Mobile 
and Ohio Rail Road Company, when formed under 
the act of the General Assembly of the State of Ala- 
bama, Approved, February 3, 1848, entitled " An Act 
to incorporate the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Com- 
pany," shall be allowed the privilege of making any 
Survey &c i^^cessary reconnoisance and survey for the purpose 
* of ascertaining the most eligible route for extending 
their Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, to any point upon 
the Mississippi or Ohio rivers in this State. 

Sec. 2. Be it furtlier enacted^ That as soon as said 
route and point shall be ascertained, the said Mobile 
and Ohio Rail Road Company, shall be allowed the 
right of way for the extension and construction of their 
said Rail Road, from the Tennessee line to the Mis- 
Privileges, &« sissippi or Ohio rivers, and that they shall be entitled 
bama ^^ ^ ^^ privileges, rights and immunities, and sub- 

ject to all such restrictions, as are granted, made and 
prescribed, for the benefit, government and direction 
of said Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company, within 
the State of Alabama, by the act above described. 
Approved, February 2^, 1848, 
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LOCAL COMMISSIONERS. 



liist of Commissioners appointed by George S. Gaines and John 
J. McRae, EsqB,, to superintend subscriptions for Stock in the 
Mobile and CHiio Rail Road Company : 

nv mississippi. 

M MUtanviUe, Wivyne Gw«^y.— JOHN H. HORNE, 

GEO. E. POOLE, 
ROBERT L. POWE. 

At (pitman, Clarke County.— L. S. SMITH, 

ROWLAND B. CROSBY, 
WILLIS H. WEST. 

At Marion, Lauderdale County.— WM., P. CARTER, 

W, H. WHITE, 
RICHARD McLEMORE, 
A. L. BURWELL, 
CHAS. E. RUSHING. 

At Wahalak, Kemper Ow^ey.— JOHN T. MOSELY, 

JOHN P. McINTOSH, 
MICAJAH McGEHEE, 
ALEX. C. POWE, 
ALLEN AVERY. 

At DeKalh, Kemper Cowt^y.— JOHN H. ODOM, 

G. W. P. POOL, 
J. F. feOHANNON, 
W. C. RUSH, 
W. C. MILLS. 

At Macon, Noxubee County.— DAVID BUCK, 

J. M. CUNNINGHAM, 
J. D. BROOKS, 
GEO. B. AUGUSTUS. 
At StarkviUe, OchtOfheha Cb.— DORSE Y L. OUTLAW, 

CHAS. F. MONTGOMERY, 
WM. R. CANNON, 
WM. C. GILLESPIE, 
THOS.OWEN, 
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At Columbus, Lowndes Onm/y.— JAMES WHITFIELD, 

A. F. YOUNG, 
WM. M. COZART, 
JOHN GILMER, 
W. M. C. MINNS, 
A. S. HUMPHRIES. 

At Aberdeen, Monroe Owwi/y.— SAM'L J. GHOLSON, 

JOHN F. MILLS, 
GILES M. HILLYER, 
JOHN T. FORTSAN, 
JOHN ABBOTT. 

At Pontotoc, Pontotoc Countj/.—JOHN H. MILLER, Jr., 

JOHN D. BRADFORD, 
THOS. H. WILLIAMS, 
JACOB BARDEN, 
JOEL PINSON, 
C. W. MARTIN. 

At Houston, Chiclasaw County, — T. N. MARTIN, 

HENRY SGHACKELFORD, 
R. G. STEELE, 
JOHN J. BENNETT, 
C. C. DIBRELL. 

At Fulton, Itawamba County. — E. G. THOMAS, 

W. W. GAITHER, 
ARCH. THOMASON, 
JOSHUA TOOMER, 
STEPHEN M. OWEN, 
SWEPSON TAYLOR. 

At CarroUvUle, Tishamingo Co.— JAMES M. JOHNSON, 

.WM. L. ALLEN, 
R. B. CLAYTON, 
SINGLETON HUGHES, 
J. H. KENNEDY; 

At Ripley, Tippah County. — ^WM. A. GRAY, 

S. R. SPEIGHT, 
JOEL H. BERRY, 
WM. GIBSON, 
W. W. BLACK, 
H. W. STRICKLIN. 

At Jacinto, TisJiamingo Co. — C. A. TAYLOR, 

G. W. SMITH, 
R. H. BOON, 

A, B. DIL WORTH, 
P. BEARDING. 

AtFarmington, Tishamingo Co.*^. P. YOUNG, 

B. M. JONES, 
WM, LASTLY, 
JAMES PAYNE, 
PLEASANT ADAMS. 
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At Troy, Obion County. S. W. COCHRAN, 

ALLEN S. HORA, 
DANIEL ST. JOHN, 
CHAS. F. WHITE, 
JOHN T. ABINGTON. 
LYSANDER ADAMS, 
B. L. STOVE LL, 
ALFRED HARGET, 
WM. CALDWELL. 

At Furdy, McNairy County.— WM, J. WISDOM, 

JAS. F. McKINNEY, 
MAC LIN CROSS, 
THOMAS COMBS, 
JOHN H. MEEKS, 
WM. T. ANDERSON. 

At Savannah, Hardin County. — JAMES IRWIN, 

GEO. F. BENTON, 
ALEX. F. HARDIN, 
ELIAS W. PORTER, 
RICHARD C. CRUMPS, 
LEWIS H. BRAILES. 

At Jackson, Madison County.— JOHN W. CAMPBELL, 

MILTON BROWN, 
ALEX, JACKSON, 

A. W. O. TOTTEN, 
1. 1. HAYS, 

WM. H. STEVENS, 
HENRY PARKER, 
WYATT MOONING, 
SUGARS McLEMORE, 
THOS. D. TARVER. 
At Trenton, Gibson County.— JORlSi A.TALIAFERRO, 

N. J. HESS, 
W. W. LEA, 

B. ELDER, 
JOHN P. SHARPE, 
THOS. COOPER, 
G. M. SHARPE, 
LEWIS WADE, 
JOHN C. GILLESPIE, 
M. B. KING, 
HIRAM PARTEE. 

IN UENTVCUYf 

At Clinton, Hickman County. — WM. H. H. TAYLOR^ 

ROBERT MOORE, 
THOMAS JAMES, 
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At Ctintoji, Hickman (Jaunty.— J. C. NEVILLE, 

J. D. McFALL, 
SAM'L CROSLIN, 
H. HAYS, 

GEORGE VINCENT, 
A. J. MERRIWETHEIt,. 
WM. HALES. 

J/ Columbus, Hickman Comty. —WM.. GOOK, 

JAS. GREENE, 
' FRANCIS T. TAYLOR, 

NICHOLAS M. CARR, 
T. M. HORNE, 
JAS. B. QUIGLEY, 
JAS.M. HENDERSON. 



• ♦ ♦ 
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THOMAS W. McCOY, Treasurer^. 

Dr. In Acc*t toith Mobile and OMo Rail Road Ckmapanu^ Or;. 
1848. 

June 20 — ^To balance on depoiit in Bank of Mobile. ^ $5,847 55 

Dec. 30 — To receipts from Finance Committee, acc't in> 

stahnents - 9,157 50 

** *^ — ^To receipts from Finance Committee, account 

new subocriptions 366 00 

1849. 

Jan. 23 — To receipts from M. J. D. Baldwyn, account Mis- 

sissipj)! subscriptions 242 00 

Jan. Sl-^'T^ receipts from Finance Committe, account in- 
stalments - 1,758 00 

« " — To receipts from Finance Committee, account 

new subscriptions 570 §0 

Feb. 1 — To receipts from D. Stodder, Esq., from horse 

8old(Eng. Dep*t). 85 00 

« 3 — ^To receipts from Fmance Conunitteo, accouHt in* 

stahnents 160 00 

'' 5 — To receipts from Finance Committee, account' 

new subscriptions 732 00 

To am't due T. W. McCoy 5 00 

CREDIT. 

By disbursement, acc't Engineer Department $10,771 45 * 

By " " Mississippi and Ohio Commission.. 1,330 80 

By " " Expense account.. 21163 

By balance, on deposit in Bank of Mobile 6,609 17 

$18,923 05 $18,923 OS 

1849. I 

Feb. 5— To bal. on deposit, in Bank of Mobile $6,609 17 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS W. McCOY, Treasurer, M. &0. R. R. C. 
MobUe, February 5, 1849. 
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While the cities of the North and East are stretchmg their "iron 
arma" towards the Mississippi— and New York, Boston, Philadel- 
phia, and Baltimore are struggling in mighty rivalry with each 
other, which shall ^r*^ grasp, and appropriate the treasures of that 
vast region — Charleston is silently pushing her claim, and complex 
ting, step by step, the grand highway, which is to bear to her port 
the riches of the great South-west. Already she has advanced to 
thebordeiis of Alabama; and, that nothing may be lost, tributary 
branches are thrown northward into the fine agricultural districts 
of Tennessee, eventually to be extended to Nashville and Mem- 
phis; while the main trunk, after traversing the heart of Alabama^ 
will pass through the capital of Mississippi, an<I meet the ''Father 
of Waters" at v icksburgh. 

That this extended system of railway, when completed, will in- 
crease the commercial importance of Charleston in an eminent de- 
gree, requires no discussion ; and it is equally plain that the intet" 
ests of New Orleans and Mobile — the two commercial cities of the 
Gulf, and natural points of shipment for the produce of the great 
valley — will be materially affected by the opening of this new and 
rapid channel of communication with the seaboard. Even now^ 
the direction of trade is shaping to meet the new condition ; and 
we find, during the present season, that " Alabama cottons" are for 
tlie first time regularly chronicled among the arrivals by railway, 
into Charleston and Savannah. Returning, North Alabama and 
East Mississippi receive merchandise by the overland route from 
Charleston, and transport it from the present rail road terminus, many 
miles, by wagons; often, to points immediately upon the waters 
emptying into Mobile Bay, which are navigable by steamboats for 
several months of the year. And this is but the beginning, Thcf 
law« of the Modes and Persians were not more inflexible than are 
the laws which govern trade. Individual preferences, or State pride, 
avail nothing. The merchant who waits for the uncertain ^vinds 
c^ Heaven to waft his freighted barque to her destined port, cannot 
compete in the race with him who employs omnipotent steam to 
transport his commodities into a harbor where he finds the "iron 
horse" wEiiting, ready harnessed, to draw them with lightning speed 
to his very door. 

F 
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Alabama, hitherto prolific in schemes of internal iiQproyemetut, 
has accomplished noming, save only a few miles of rail road from 
Montgomery eastward — a link in the great chain before mentioned, 
which is to drain her of her wealth, to enrich and build up cities 
in more enterprising and sagacious States. Superior to many, and 
second to none, of her southern sisters in the natural elements of 
greatness, Alabama still languishes, and her people groan under 
the burdens of public debt and prospective taxation, while her re- 
sources remain undeveloped, and her principal city and only seaport 
is fast going to decay ! 

Such is the present position of this great State ; but we have 
assurance that a brighter day is about to davm, and that Alabama, 
stimulated by the example of her eastern neighbors, (and in spite 
of the short-sighted and illiberal policy of her State rulers,) is sha- 
king off the unaccountable lethargy which has so long overpowered 
her, blighting like a mildew, and eating into the very sources of 
her vitality, and will soon enter upon a new and more brilliant era 
of hpr history. With a soil of surpassing furtility — with mineral 
treasures of incalculable value, scattered in varied and lavish pro- 
fusion throughout her territory, she only requires a vigorous and 
Well directed system of internal improvements to render them ac- 
cessible, and place her at once in the front rank of wealthy and 
powerful States. The first and most important step in this system, 
may be well characterized the great undertaking to connect the 
Gulf of Mexico with the Ohio and Upper Mississippi valleys, by 
means of tlie Mobile and Ohio Rail Road. 

The Gulf of Mexico, from causes rapidly developing, is destin- 
ed, ere long, to become the theatre of a new and extended com* 
merce. The application of steam to ocean navigation, while it has 
given a wonderful impetus to the commerce of the world, has also 
awakened a restless spirit of enterprise, that will not much longer 
brook the delay and hazard of a tedious voyage round Cape Horn 
to reach the Pacific, when a channel at once safe and accessible 
can be created, which will cut off half the distance at a blow. The 
growing importance of our possessions in Oregon, and the large 
territory acquired by the Mexican war, will make it imperative 
upon our government to establish, without delay, some more safe 
and expeditious route of communication with that country; and 
we have good reasons for believing that the subject is receiving, 
at this time, the attention at their hands which its high' importance de- 
mands. That a few years, at farthest, will witness the completion 
of an unbroken avenue from ocean to ocean, either across the Isth- 
mus of Tehuantepec, or some more favorable pointy cannot, we 
think, admit of reasonable doubt. 

The cities of New York and Boston, from their natural location, 
their capacious and excellent harbors, and healthy climate, occu- 
pied positions eminently favorable for becoming, at an early pe- 
riod, the great receiving and distributing reservoirs of the nation. 
Witla the advance of emigration westward, it became necessary to 
construct new facilitiBS for reaohing.thip seaboard ; and the ,gie«i 
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]^OQeer of Ameriean improvement — the Erie Canal — wvs exten4- 
^d from the Hudson, through the then wilderness of Western New 
York, to the blue waters of Erie, thus opening to the trade of N. York 
a territory stretching over two thousand miles inland, with an un- 
interrupted water communication through its whole extent. As if 
by magic, the wilderness disappeared, villages and towns sprung 
up, and the solitudes of yesterday were peopled with an active and 
industrious population. New York, stimulated by the commerce 
of the canal, leaped forth like a young giant, and soon left her com- 
petitors and rivals hopelessly in the distance. How can we esti- 
mate the tremendous influence which the Erie Canal has exerted 
upon the growth, not of New York alone, but of that vast territory 
which borders upon the Lakes 1 The rapidity of this growth may 
be conjectured, however, by comparing the revenues from tolls on 
this canal and tributaries for the years 1826, 1836, and 1846, being 
intervals of ten years : — 

Receipts for tolls on New York canais in 1826, in round numbers.. $ 762,000 

1836 '* '• 1,614,000 

" " 1846 " " 2,764,000 

Or an average increase of nearly 8 per cent per annum. It must 
be remembered, also, that the rates of toll have been much redu- 
ced, and the same amount of revenue in 1846 would represent a 
far greater product than in 1S26, and would make the average, 
therefore, higher than the figures. 

The moment that a highway is completed to the Pacific, the 
superior advantages which these Atlantic cities afford for supplying 
the great valley with foreign merchandise, will cease forever. We 
need not enter into argument to prove that the route of which we 
have spoken must then, of necessity, become the grand thorough- 
fare for the commerce of the world. It has been done by abler 
pens than burs. Need we know more than the fact that the ports 
of the Grulf will be brought, by its consummation, into immediate 
vicinity with the boundless treasures of the Pacific 1 that it will be 
the nearest route from Europe to the East Indies 1 The cities of 
the Gulf must then become the " half-way houses" for all foreign 
traders with the East, and upon the shores of this " "Western Med- 
iterranean'* must rise the future commercial capital of America, if 
not of the world ! Mobile, as we shall endeavor to show, possesses 
striking advantages over any other point on the Gulf for becoming 
the chief emporium of this commerce. 

Upon inspecting a map of the Gulf of Mexico, we discover five 
considerable ports upon its northern coast, within the limits of the 
United States, to wit : — Galveston, New Orleans, Mobile, Pensa- 
cola and Apalachicola. The depth of water upon the bars, which 
obstruct the entrance to these harbors, is as follows : 

Galveston feet ... Pensacola .-«-- 22 

N. Orleang, (moath of M issisaippi) 15 Apalachicola 16 

Moliiie. (by recent survey ( 20| 

The last named, from its easterly position, can never become 
more than a depot for the produce of a limited district ; as, what- 
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Bvet may be its advantages otherwise, the system of railways lead- 
ing to Savannah will effectually cut off all trade from the interior^ 
above a certain point. 

Pensacola, with a fine harbor, and, at present, a greater depth 
of water than any other on the coast, occupies an isolated position* 
Without means of intercourse with the upper country, she can 
never become the seat of extensive trade. Efforts have been made 
to connect with Montgomery and Savannah by rail road, but with- 
out success ; and it is not probable that it will be attempted here- 
after, should the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road be completed. 

Cralvcston is well situated to command a flourishing trade with 
the interior of Texas, but, like the two ports above named, must 
always be tributary to the more favored cities of the Gulf, 

It remains, then, for us to consider the ports of New Orleans 
and Mobile, and compare their relative advantages. The growth 
of N. Orleans is the result of the necessities of commerce. Twen- 
ty thousand miles of navigable waters converge, and flow by a sin* 
gle outlet to the sea, draining a territory unequalled for fertility 
upon the surface of the globe. The surplus products of this vast 
region could reach a market by no other route, and a shipping port 
was of course inevitable. The most formidable obstacles ever en- 
iSountered by human energy were overcome, and a city has risen 
from a pestilential swamp, second only in its commerce to New 
York. Notwithstanding the rapid increase of New Orleans, and 
her immense trade, she does not concentrate the wealth or popu- 
lation, to which her position as the seaport of the Mississippji val* 
ley entitles her. The reason is obvious. The difliculties in the 
way of her growth are permanent in their nature. Circumscribed 
between narrow limits, with the river upon one side, and impassi- 
ble marshes upon the other, every step in her progress is at im- 
mense cost. During the warm season a deadly miasma exhales 
from these marshes, by which thousands of her population are an- 
nually destroyed. Being more than a hundred miles from the 
ocean, vessels reach her wharves at a heavy expense for towage 
up the powerful current of the Mississippi. The bars at the mouth 
of that river do not permit ships of large tonnage to enter herhaiv 
bor. From all this, it is evident that the trade of New Orleans 
must be taxed with heavy expenses. Since the northern cities 
have tapped the Ohio valley, a large trade has been diverted in that 
direction in all articles of value sufficient to pay the enhanced cost 
of transportation by land. Thus, while New Orleans exports a 
large share of the products of the West, New York imports and 
distributes most of the foreign merchandise to the same region at a 
fine profit. Every additional line of improvement constructed in 
the West, reduces the cost of transportation to and from the eastern 
■cities, and consequently increases the tendency of trade in that di- 
rection. Nevertheless, were it possible to make New Orleans a 
healthy city, with a dry soil on which to build, she would soon out- 
strip New York, and become and continue the first, as she is now 
the second, commercial city of the American continent. 
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Let us examine the situation of Mobile. Built upon a dry, sandy 
plain, at an elevation of fifteen feet above tide-water, this city an- 
swers the conditions in that respect which William Penn required 
of his commissioners, when about to found the city of Philadel-- 
phia — " yt the scituation be high, at least dry and sound, and not 
sivampy, wch is best knowne by digging up two or three earths, 
and seeing the bottom." The location is healthy, and the summer 
heat is tempered by refreshing breezes from the Gulf. The coun- 
try in its vicinity is undulating, and abundantly watered with ex- 
cellent springs. Pure and wholesome water is brought in pipes 
from a distance of four or five miles, sufficient to supply the wants 
of the city. Spring Hill, six miles distant, and various elevated 
points less remote, offer convenient and charming rural retreats, 
where the climate is as salubrious as in any section of the Union. 
Immediately below, Mobile River expands into a beautiful bay, 
aff<»rding secure anchorage for the largest fleets. The labors of 
the United States Coast Survey, now in progress, have been re- 
warded by the valuable discovery that the water on the outer bar, 
at the entrance to Mobile Bay, is gradually deepening, and will now 
float over vessels drawing twenty-one feet at mean low water. In 
the language of Lieut. Cora. Patterson's report : — 

** The sjiirvey of the entrance to Mobile Bay proves that remark- 
able changes have taken place since the survey by Major Kearney, 
United States Topographical Engineers, in 1822, and that by Maj. 
OgAexty United States Corps of Engineers, in 1841." "In 1822 
tbe greatest depth which could be taken over the bar was seventeen 
feet; in 1841, it was nineteen feet; in 1847, it was twenty and 
three-quarter feet, each at mean low water." ** With the present 
depth, our heaviest steam frigates can enter and find secure an- 
chorage in Mobile Bay ; and, should the depth continue to increase 
in the same ratio it has for the last six years, it will not be long be- 
fore our largest frigates may do so also." 

"While the entrance to this harbor is in a state of tiansition, that 
of Pensacola is supposed to have arrived at nearly a stationary 
point ; so that at the present ratio of progression, in a fewNyears-, 
a greater depth may be carried over the bar into Mobile Bay, than 
into any other harbor of the Gulf. At present, ships of large ton^. 
nage are compelled to anchor in the bay, about twenty or twenty- 
five miles below the city, and employ lighters to receive and dis- 
charge their cargoes ; as vessels drawing more than eleven feet 
cannot come to the wharves. Mobile River is divided, a few miles 
above the city, into several channels, one of which debouches at 
Mobile, where a large body of water, (Spanish River, as it is na- 
med,) diverges' to tde east, and empties into the bay on the opposite 
side of the island which it forms. By erecting a dam or pier at the 
head of this island, across Spanish River, it is believed that the 
whole may be made to flow in a single channel past the city and find 
its outlet into the bay at that point. This would produce a current 
sufficiently powerful to wash out the channel speedily, and with a 
moderate expenditure, water enough could be obtained to bring at 
a^ times the largest ships to the wharves. 
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Mobile is more accessible from the Gulf than New Orloaiui. She 
is nearer Havana than either New Orleans or Charleston, and i& 
better situated than either of those cities for supplying the great 
valley with West India products. A central position on the Gulf 
— an elevated and healthy location — an abundant supply of pure 
water — ^the best harbor on the coast; all these elements combine 
to make Mobile the most favorable point that could be selected 
for the terminus of a great trunk, like the projected railway to 
the Ohio. 

To a private citizen of Mobile, M. J. D. Baldwyn, Esq., belongs 
the honor of originating this magnificent project. The continuous 
and rapid diminution of the trade of Mobile with the interior for 
several successive years, the marked change in the character of that 
trade, and the inevitable transformation, not far distant, of one of 
the most active commercial cities of the South, into a mere depot 
for the storage and transhipment of cotton bales, had forced upon 
the consideration of reflecting men an inquiry into the causes of 
tjbis depression, and by a natural sequence led them in quest of a 
remedy for the evil. The active mind of Mr. Baldwyn was the first 
to comprehend the immense importance of a railway connection 
between the Ohio and Mississippi valleys and the Gulf of Mexico^ 
and the favorable position of Mobile for its southern terminus. Un- 
dismayed by the magnitude of the project, he sought to enlist the pub- 
lic feeling in its behalf, and soon succeeded in awakening a deep 
interest among his fellow-citizens. This resulted in a call for a pub- 
lic meeting, which was held accordingly in the city of Mobile on 
the evening of January 11th, 1847, and was numerously attended. 
From that period may be dated the birth of this gigantic enterprise. 
Tennessee was the first State to bestow a charter upon the Mo- 
bile and Ohio Rail Road Company ; and with a just appreciation 
of the true interests of her people, she sought to encourage the pros- 
ecution of the work by the most liberal provisions, and accompan- 
ied the instrument with a noble testimonial of favor, in the shs^e 
of a State subscription of over $600,000. The Legislature of Ala- 
bama soon after passed an act incorporating the company, with a 
capital of $10,000,000 ; which was followed by Mississippi and 
Kentucky, with grants of the right of way through those States, 
and an extension of all the chartered privileges appertaining to 
the company under their act of incorporation in Alabama. In May 
last, books were opened in Mobile for subscription to the capital 
stock, and in twenty days^the sum of $650,000 was subscribed in 
that city. The company was then organized by the election of 
President and Directors, who are actively engaged in the prosecu- 
tion of the necessary steps preliminary to the commencement of 
the work. Having thus briefly alluded to the inception of this great 
enterprise, and its progress to the present time, we proceed to ex- 
amine its merits as an investment for capital. 

A careful examination of the country has been made by Lewis 
Troost, Esq., engineer, whose reconnoisance has resulted in the 
discovery of the entire feasibility of the project, and in the recom- 
mendation of the following, as the most favorable route: — CctfB- 
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yhencitig at Mobile, the route proposed extends up the valley of 
^e Chickasawbogue, until it strikes the dividing ridge betwen the 
Tombigbee and Escatawba rivers — ^follows diis ridge to the head 
of the Escatawba — from thence, continuing its general northerly 
direction, and passing near the towns of Marion, Macon and Aber- 
deen, Mississippi, to the Tennessee River, in the State of Tennes- 
see, below the Big Bend Shoals, a distance of about 340 miles from 
Mobile. From thence, through the towns of Jaekson and Trenton 
in Tennessee, and Moscow in Kentucky, to its terminus on the 
Mississippi River, at the town of Columbus, Kentucky, 16 miles 
below the mouth of the Ohio River, and 470 miles from Mobile. 

This will be the longest rail road in the United States under a 
single charter. Great as is its length, however, the general sur- 
face of the country is so singularly adapted to its favorable con- 
«trvLction, tbat the route need vary little from an air line connecting 
^e termini. The absence of large streams, (the longest bridge 
required being over the Obion River, in the State of T<ennessee, 
about 160 feet span,) the freedom from all obstacles in the way of 
heavy rock excavations, as shown by the reconnoissance of Mr. 
Troost — the abundance of suitable timber — the light grade, which 
is either level, or descending towards the Gulf, in the direction of 
heavy freights — these are characteristics which are seldom found 
united, but which exist here. From these facts, it may well be doubt- 
ed whether a rail road of considerable length eould be built between 
any other two points in tlie United States at as small a cost per 
mile, or one capable of transporting freight and passengers at as 
-cheap a rate with profit to the stockholders. 

By comparing Mr. Troost's report of the topographical character 
•of the country upon the route of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, 
with the cost of other works already completed in the South, in 
sections presenting similar general features, we are enabled, in the 
absence of an accurate instrumental survey,* to make a reasonable 
approximation to the amount required to construct and equip this 
road, ready for business. The following estimates, made upon this 
l»asis, it is believed will be found to exceed, rather than fall shezt 
o£^ the actual cost of this work : — 

CH>8t t>f grading (inelading bridges and cnlverts) ready for superstme- 
tore, 470 miles, at an average of $3,500 per mile $1,645,000 

'Ct>st of superstructure, counting the rail at 56 pounds to the yard, and / 
the iron at $65 per ton of 2,240 pounds, including depots, water sta- 
tions, side tracks, &c., &€., at $9,780 per mile 4,596,000 

Cost of locomotives, freight, bageage and passenger cars, &e., &C; to 
place the road in efficient working conoition, say 608,400 

Total cost of road and equipments $6,850,000 

Being a little over $14,500 per mile. 

This rail road, when completed, must depend upon the follow- 
ing sources of revenue : — 

Ist. The travel and freight supplied by the country along the line« 

^ Such a survey will be commenced early in November, under the dir^on of 
John Childe, Esq., as Chief Engineer. 
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2d. The through ti^avel, and such portion of the freight passing 
between the mouth of the Ohio River and the Gulf of Mexico, a» 
can be diverted to the rail road &om the Mississippi River. 

3d. The transportation of the mails. 

First, The local trade and travel. The foUov^ing table, prepar-' 
ed vnth care, and based upon the estimates derived from Fateiit 
Office Reports, and other reliable sources, exhibits the population 
and resources of the country through which the Mobile and Ohio 
Rail Road will pass, and the adjacent sections, which vrHl be de- 
pendent upon and furnish traffic to that road :— 

poruLATioir AifB PBODu«Ti or covhtbt oicthb boutx op W9iLmMmowMM,MaA»mt90» 

Twelve counties in Alabama, namely, Mobile, Washington, Clioctaw, Sumter, 
Pickens, Fayette, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Morgaii * 

190,000 
177,000 
65,500 
222,200 
108,150 
598,000 
Poultry, value $173,100 



it 

n 
it 



Pounds of wool 

" tobacco ^...^^. 

No. of horses and mules.. 

" neaft cattle >. . . . 

** sheep , 

" swine. .....•«, 



Population 241,500 

Bushels of wheat 450,000 

corn 10,400,000 

oats 686,600 

rye 26,250 

potatoes 394,000 

Tons of hay 3,000 

Pounds of cotton 71,000,000 

Nineteen counties in Mississippi, namely, Attala, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Ctftrke, 
Itawamba, Kemper, Lafayette, Lauderdale, Lowndes, Monroe, Neshoba^ Newton^ 
Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Pontotoc, Tippah, Tishamingo, Winston^ Yaliabusha: — 



130,800 
130,000 

57.500 
275,000 

65,400 
528^300 
Poultry, value. f2l2,700 



Pounds of wool 

" tobacco 

No^ of horses and mules. 

** Beat cattle 

" sheep. ^. 

swiiie 



It 



Population.. 227.500 

Bushels of wheat 372,300 

« com 5,604,500 

" oats 459,300 

" rye 7,650 

" potatoes 341,600 

Tonsofhay 350 

Pounds of cotton 07,500,000 

Twenty counties in Tennessee, namely ,r Benton, Carroll, Dyer, Fayette, Gibeen, 
Hardiman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry, Hickman, Humphreys, Law- 
rence, McNairy, Madison, Obion, Perry, Stewart, Wayne, Weakley: — 

Population 258,100 

Bushels of wheat 2,625,000 

« com 14304,350 

" oats 1,884,400 

<* rye 54,600 

" potatoes 648,000 

Tonsofhay ---. 8,100 

Pounds of cotton 18,270,000 

Six counties in Kentucky, namely, Ballard, Calloway, Graves, Hiiskmiai, He 
Craoken, Marshall: — 



Pounds of wool.^ 508,100 

" tobacco 15,874,209 

No. of horses and mulci. . ^ 96,500 

'< neat cattle 296,400 

« sheep. --^ 251,50i^ 

" swine 1,047,600 

Poultry, vadue #239^ 



Population 34,260 

Bushels of wheat 228,000 

" com 2rl80,000 

" oats 634,500 

" rye 13,250 

*' potatoes 90,500 

Tonsofhay 1,950 

Pounds of cetton 550^000 



Pounds of wool ^ 92,300 

** tobacco 2,550,000 

No. of horses and mules.. 14,850 

" neatcatde 33,150 

" sheep 46,160 

swine...... .^m^.. 105,500 

Poultry, value ....•• «^ ..#. «^ $27,500 



ti 
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Population 761,300 

Busheli of wheat 3,675,300 

com 32,988,850 

oats 3,664,800 

rye 101,750 

potatoes 1,474, 100 

Tons of hay 13,400 

Pounds of cotton 157,320,000 



it 



It 
it 



tt 



Poundtofwool 914,600 

" tobacco 18,671,200 

No. of horses and mules.. 224,350 

neat cattle 825750 

sheep 470,900 

swine 2.279,400 

Poultry, value $652,500 



tt 
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These fifty-seren counties embrace an area of more than 35,000 
square miles, and comprise within their limits some of the most fer- 
tile lands of the South. Much of the country is remote from mar- 
ket, and consequently, is comparatively new and unsettled. The 
stimulus given to the growth of these districts by the construction 
of a rail road through them, would fill them up rapidly with an 
active population, which would furnish a constantly increasing traf- 
fic to file road. If we may be allowed to judge of the locid sup- 
port that would be rendered to the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, 
from a comparison with the population and resources of districts 
traversed by other rail roads, and the business they create, we must 
conclude that this source of revenue alone would yield a moderate 
income to the stockholders. 

Second. The through travel, and freight transportation. No 
accurate record is kept of the number of passengers annually ar- 
riving by steamboats into New Orleans from points above the mouth 
of the Ohio River; we are, therefore, left somewhat to conjecture. 
From the best data we are able to procure, however, we believe 
the aggregate of arrivals and departures will be found to exceed 
40,000 per anQum. The completion of the Mobile and Ohio Rail 
Road will afford the traveller destined for the Gulf a choice be- 
tween the two following routes : — 

Distance. Time. Fare. 

From Cairo to N. Orleans by steamer. . 1,012 miles. 84 to 96 hours. $15 00 

" Mobile by rul road 470 " 24 '< 10 00 

Difference in favor of Mobile. 542 miles. 60 to 70 hours. $5 00 

Or, if destined for New Orleans — 

Distance. Time. Fare. 

By rail road from Cairo to Mobile 470 miles. 24 hours. $10 00 

By steamer from Mobile to New Orleans 175 ** 16 ** 5 00 



Total. 



645 



40 



$15 00 



Leaving a difference in favor of the route vio Mobile of 367 miles 
in distance, and 44 to 56 hours in time, at the same rates of fare. 

The Mobile and Ohio Rail Road must, therefore, when finished, 
inevitably attract and monopolize the whole of this immense travel. 
Not only this, but thousands who are deterred from visiting the 
Gulf by the perils of Mississippi navigation, would avail themselves 
of the existence of rail road facilities, to enjoy the delightful win- 
ter climate of the tropics. The tide of travel between New York 
and the West Indies and Mexico, would tend more and more to the 
route of this road, as the different lines of railway now progressing 
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liortb and east of Cincinnati should be completed. From these 
circumstances, we hazard little in the assertion, that the number 
of passengers to be conveyed over the whole length of the Mobile 
and Ohio Rail Road, would reach nearly 50,000 per annum. 

Could this road compete profitably with the Mississippi River 
in the transportation of heavy freight 1 We answer in tie affirm- 
ative. Fortunately, the experience of the last fouiteen years in 
rail road building in the United States affords ample material for 
our guidance, in entering upon new undertakings. We are no 
longer compelled to advance new theories, for the results of all 
previous experiments are before us. From these we can institute 
correct comparisons, and illustrate the advantages of particular 
routes. Theie are several rail road lines in the United States that 
come in direct competition with river routes, and some of these 
are sufficiently analagous to enable us to form a safe judgment, from 
their success, of the prospects of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road. 

The Western Rail Road, from Boston to Albany, furnishes a 
most striking example of the success of rail road competition against 
formidable odds. This road was opened in the fall of 1841, at a 
cost of over $8,500,000, and is 156 miles in length. It gave to pro- 
duce reaching Albany from the West, the choice of two markets-<-^ 
New York, 160 miles distant, without changing freight, by the 
*' safest river navigation in the world;'' or Boston, nearly the same 
distance by rail road, svith the additional cost of removing the pro- 
duce from canal boats to the cars. What has been the consequence ? 
Witness the rapid and steady increase of the revenues upon this 
road since its completion, a large portion of which is from freights : — 

Years. Receipts. Expenses. Nett Income. Dividends. 

1842 $512,688 $266,620 $246,068 

1843 573,883 283,826 290,057 

1844 753,753 314,074 439,679 3 per cent. 

1845 813.480 370,621 442,859 5 

1846(11 month9(. 878,417 412,679 465,738 6 

1847 1,325,336 676,689 648,647 8 

1848 725,000 prVly.,, 

Witness also the effect of this road upon the growth of Boston, 
as compared with New York : — 

Population of New York in 1830 203,007 

1840 312,710 Increase in 10 yrs. 54 pr ct. 

1845 371,102 " 5 " 184 

Boston 1830 61,392 
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*'"""" 1840 85,000 " 10 « 37 

1845 114,366 " 5 " 36 



From this, we see that while the ratio of increase has declined 
in New York, since the completion of the Western Rail Road, from 
54 to 37 per cent for ten years, the ratio of Boston has increased 
from 37 to 70 per cent for the same period. The value of real and 
personal estate has increased in the latter city in like proportion :-^ 

VaJ.real est. in Boston 1830 $36,963,000 Personal $24,104,200 Total $61,067,^200 

1840 58,577,800 •* 32,248,600 " 91,826,400 
18J5 81,991,400 " 53,957,300 " 135,948,700 

This shows an advance in the ra^io of 100 per cent, since 1840. 



51 

It cannot be denied that this wonderful prosperity is chiefly owing 
to her rail road communication wtih the Westk Notwithstandi ng the 
heavy cost of this work — equal to the sum required to construct 
the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, which is three times its length — 
it has yielded a fine profit from the beginning, and, as shown by the 
table, the stock is becoming more aud more valuable every year. 

The Greorgia and South Carolina rail roads afford further illus- 
tration, nearer home, of the value of similar enterprises, whether 
we regard them as objects for the investment of capital, or in their 
higher bearings, as powerful agents in stimulating the growth and 
developing the natural resources of the regions through which they 
pass. At Augusta, as at Albany, we find a navigable river and a 
rail road competing for the transportation of the produce arriving 
there, and with like results. Although every bale of cotton ship- 
ped from Augusta by rail road to the seaboard pays a freight of 
one dollar, and a heavy drayage tax, which is avoided by the boats, 
while the freight by the latter is only fifty cents per bale, we find 
that the South Carolina JRaiJ Road has proved the more successful 
competitor, and receives the largest share. Of the total amount of 
134,302 bales of cotton received in Charleston by the rail road in 
1847, 73,149 bales were from Hamburg and Augusta. About two- 
thirds of the receipts at the two places last named, now go forward 
by rail road to that city, and the tendency in that direction is an- 
nually increasing. Notwithstanding the quantity of cotton reach- 
ing Charleston by this road in 1847, was (owing to the short crop 
in Georgia and Carolina) 62,833 bales less than in 1846, the receipts 
of the company were $66,494 05 greater than for that year, and 
the nett revenue increased $72,722 78. Much of this gain was in 
tip freights, destined for North and East Alabama ; and, as we have 
before remarked, some portion of it for places immediately upon 
the rivers emptying into Mobile Bay. Need we stronger proof of 
the fact that freight will abandon the water for land conveyance, 
whenever rail road facilities are offered ] That northern capitalists 
are satisfied of this, is manifest from their readiness to invest a large 
amount in building a rail road parallel to the Hudson River, thus 
acknowledging the superiority of rail roads over the most favorable 
circumstances of river navigation. 

The length of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road will be about 470 
miles. The distance from the mouth of the Ohio River to New 
Orleans by water is 1,012 miles. From a report of Thomas Alleti, 
E8(]j., to the Chicago Convention of July, 1S47, we obtain the ac- 
tual cost of the trips of three steamers plying between St. Louis 
and New Orleans : — 

Steamer I — ^, of ^9 tons, run at an expense of |(143 50 per day. 

M , 866 " " " 355 00 " 

« W , 4m '' " " 325 00 " . 



Total, 1,633 $833 50 

Batsmafing tba^e three steamers with sn aggregate tonnage of 
1,633 tond, to coBfvey, on a» average, an aggregate of 1,800 td!i» 
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cargo to New Orleans, at the cost of $823 50 per day, we should 
have for a trip of 4^ days, (the usual time required between Cairo 
and N. Orleans,) a total of $3,705 75. Adding to this, for one day 
in port, loading and unloading, at, say half the running expenses, 
$411 75, would make the whole cost $4,117 50 for the trip. At a 
cost of $60 per ton, for building 1,633 tons, we have $97,980 as their 
value, which is below the average. This would give $16,330 per 
annum as the depreciation in value, supposing the steamers to last 
six years. Including these items, we should have as the cost of 
transporting 1,800 tons of freight to New Orleans by water — 

Ranning expenses of the trip $4,117 50 

Wear and tear of hulls, ^., &c 406 00 

Insurance on do., one-half value.-. 50 00 

Total $4,575 50 

Being, without fractions, $2 54 per ton. This approximation would 
require a considerable addition in practice, for the delays and acci- 
dents, loss of trips, &c., &c., to which steamers are liable on the 
Mississippi, and which it is impossible to estimate with any accu- 
racy. Supposing, however, these causes to increase the cost one- 
fourth, the total would be $3 17 per ton. 

The cost of transporting freight over the following rail roads 
was, in 1847 — 

Georgia Rail Road 1.670 pr ton pr mile, and the tfv^'ge load drawn pr eng., 384 tons. 
Baltimore & Ohio 1,652 " " " " 41| « 

Western 1,334 " " '' " ..• 

Which includes '^maintenance of way," and all other expenses in- 
cident to these roads. On the two former, owing to imperfect 
construction, and the use of the flat rail on the earlier portions of 
the route, the annual cost of repairs is unusually large. If we de- 
duct this excess, and, on the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, the 
expensive charge for horse power with which it is burdened, we 
shall have for that road a cost per ton per mile of 0,947, in trains 
of 41f tons per engine. On that, as well as on the Western Rail 
Road, grades of over eighty feet to the mile are used, while we are 
assured by Mr. Troost, that the grade of the Mobile and Ohio road 
need no where exceed forty feet to the mile. Assuming that an 
engine of the second class would draw a load of fifty tons nett freight, 
over a grade of eighty feet to the mile, without difficulty, one of 
the same power would move ninety tons over a grade of forty feet 
with ease ; and an engine of the first class would pull one hundred 
and thirty-five tons over the same grade, with like facility. 

Let us suppose for a moment that the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road . 
is completed.. Applying the advantages which it will possess over 
the roads before mentioned, in its straight line and easy grades; 
and assuming ninety tons as the average freight drawn per engine, 
we have as the cost of transporting one ton from the mouth of the 
Ohio River to Mobile, at .442 per mile, omitting decimals, $2 08 
per ton. Or, if the ratio per mile be one-half greater than the above, 
owing to increase of tonnage, we should have .663^ or $3 12 per 
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ton. This estiinate, which is about half the actual coat of freight 
transportation on the Western Rail Road, will not, we are convin- 
ced, be found too low. 

It is contended by many, that, as freight destined for the Gulf 
must be brought from the Upper Mississippi and Ohio by steam- 
boats to the northern terminus, when once aboard it would remain 
there, and float on to New Orleans, in preference to stopping half 
way, to be transported by rail road cars. That the rail road would 
intercept all such freights, we do not, of course, assert That it 
would divert a large portion, enough to make it one of the most pro- 
fitable roads in the Union, we firmly believe. But what is the case 
at present? 

The number of steamboat arrivals into the port of St. Louis for 
1846, was, as we gather from published statistics 



FromllUnoiBRiyer 446 

" Upper MiasKMippi 668 

" MuMnri 256 

1,365 

These steamers were of light draf^, and terminated their voyages 
at St. Louis. At this point they deposited their cargoes, and re- 
ceived return freights. 

The arrivals from New Orleans for the same year, were 395 
steamers of larger tonnage, that likewise loaded and discharged 
their cargoes at St. Louis. The down cargoes of these 395 steam- 
ers Were mostly made up of produce, &:c., brought into St. Louis 
from above by the smaller crafi before mentioned. Thus, we see 
that the largest share of Upper Mississippi freight passing Colum- 
bus, Kentucky, to and from New Orleans, is transhipped once at 
St. Louis. This city being only 170 miles above, it will be easy, 
when the rail road is completed, to transfer the shipping point, and 
extend the trips of these light draft steamers to Columbus. So 
with regard to the Ohio. Navigation is frequently interrupted 
above the mouth for the larger class of boats, and much freight 
passing that river is transferred from one boat to another, before 
reaching its destination. The construction of this road would re- 
sult in die formation of steamboat lines, connecting with all im- 
portant points above on the two rivers ; and these, ere long, would 
m turn give place to tributary railways, uniting St. Louis, Cincin- 
nati, and other chief cities of the West, to the Gulf by an un- 
broken chain. 

The Georgia Rail Road transports grain 171 miles for 8 cents 
per bushel, and merchandise at an average of 25 cents per 100 
pounds; which yields a profit of 9 per cent on the investment, be- 
tides paying interest on a considerable debt. 

The usud freight charges between St. Louis and New Orleans, 
by water, are about 12^ cents per bushel, on com and grain ; for 
flour, pork, &c., 40 a 50 cents per barrel ; and from 20 a 25 cents 
per 100 pounds on merchandise shipped by weight. 

TW total exports of eight leading articles of western products. 
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from New Orleans, for the year ending August 31, 1847, were 9s 

follows : 

Flour. Pork. Bacon. Lard. Beef. Lead. Wbiaky. Com. 
Barrela. BarrtU. Hhd$. Kegs. Barrd$. Pigs. Bmrrelt. Sacks. 
1,319,500 230,530 25,904 907,977 51,996 624,956 63,259 2,520,813 

Allowing that only one-fourth of tlie above products would be trans- 
ferred from the river to the rail road, we should have from this 
source — 

Flour. Pork. Bacon. Lard. Beef. Lead.. Whisky. Com. 
Barrets. Bcarrels. Hfids. Kegs. Barrels* Pigs. Barrds. Sacks. 
329,875 57,630 6,476 226^4 12,999 156,964 15,815 630,203 

Third. The transportation of the mails. This item at $200 per 
mile, which is about the rate paid for day service, would yield to 
the road a revenue of $94,000 per annum. 

To give, in tabular form, a view of the probable business and 
profits of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, deduced from the fore- 
going data, and adopting the lowest scale of charges for through 
freight — 

PROBABLE BUSINESS OF MOBILE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD FOR ONE YEAR. — LOCAL TRADE. 

100 paisengera pr day, each way, average half dist*, 73.000 a $d $436,00 

300,000 busheU wheat " " a 10 cts. 30,000 

500,000 " com " « a 10 eta. 50,00 

350,000 bales cotton " " a $1 50. 625,000 

20,000 tons freight, both ways .« « ^ ^ q^ 60,000 
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$1,103,000 

THROUGH TRADtS. 

25,000 paa'ugers each way^or 68^ pr day, 50,000 a $10 $500,000 

330,000 barrels flour a 50 cents. 115,000 

86,500 " pork, beef, and whisky a 60 '• 51,Sl00 

3,200 tens bacon a |0 16,000 

630,000 sacks oora al2icts. 78,75u 

227,000 kegs lard a 30 cents. 45,400 

166,000 pigs lead a 20 " 31,200 

10,000 tons all other down freight a $5 50*006 

30,00^ tons up freight a $5 150,000 

$1,038,250 

Mail transportation «... .. 94,000 

Total estimated receipts $2,235,250 

EXPXJ7SES. 

TrftosportatieoL 73,000 passen^rs half distonee, and 50,000 whole 
distance, equals 86,50b carried 470 mHes; or 40,655,000 passen- 
gers carried one mile; which, at .840 per passenger, the actual cost 
on Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, (exclusive of horse power, id. $341,500 00 

Tnsisporttition iVeight, estimatedin tons, equals 256,425 tons carried 
470 miles^ oi 121,459,750 taD» oarrWd oqo oiile; whieh, at .663 
perton, i» 805,278 14 

Total estimated expenses: $1,146,780 14 

Total nett ineome., 1,08&,4«9 86 

Whicfe is equal ta 15 J per ce«t on a capitel of seven millioms* 

When the great diminutiofr hi ccwt of transportsition' over knf^ 
el or descending grades and slraigfat lines, in eomparisoft with 
Bre^psemt cnrres and heavy grades-, is eonsicieredi; smd the adv^n- 
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tages which the Mobile and Ohio Rail Roed will poisese, in these 
respects, over any other road in the United States — except, pet^ 
haps, the Reading Rail Road in Pennsylvania — ^are remembered, 
our estimate of .663 per ton per mile is sufficiently high. On the 
Reading Rail Road, with a heavy transportation, the cost is found 
not to exceed .500 per ton per mile. If, however, we increase our 
estimate from .663 to 1.060 per ton per mile, we should stiU have, 
by the above table, a nett income of $679,150 50, or nearly 7 per 
cent on a capital of $7,000,000. The amount of tonnage, (258,425 
tons,) and number of passengers, (123,000,) computed in the tablew- 
are, it is believed, rather under than over the mark. The Balti- 
more and Ohio Rail Road Company transported in 1847, over that 
road, 288,000 passengers and 263,000 tons freight. 

The superior advantages of rail roads over every other mode of 
transportation, are becoming every day more apparent. Their 
:speed, their certainty and regularity, will always ensure them the 
preference over river routes, at rates moderately higher. This we 
have seen, whenever they have been brought in competition. — 
JBut nowhere would these advantages be more strikingly displayed, 
than upon the route in contemplation. Commencing on the sea- 
board, at one of the best harbors on the Gulf, it penetrates to the 
very heart of the Mississippi valley. It opens an avenue by which 
commodities can be conveyed to the Gulf in from twenty-five to 
thirty hours, with perfect safety, at a cost not higher than at pre- 
43ent, by a devious and hazardous route, requiring from four to six 
days to accomplish. At low rates, the business of this road will 
only be limited by its capacity to transport. The saving of river 
insurance alone would be sufficient, on all articles of value, to de- 
■cide transportation in favor of the road. 

In a military view, this is an undertaking of the highest national 
importance, and well worthy the attention and favor of government. 
In time of war, the facility with which troops and munitions could 
be transmitted by this road from the interior to the seaboard, would 
save an immense sum to the country. 

By an inspection of the map, the relations between the Mobile 
and Ohio Rail Road and other great lines of railway now in pro- 
gress, will be easily perceived. To the Baltimore and Ohio, and 
the Cincinnati and Sandusky rail road companies, the completion 
of this road will be of great value, by throwing upon those lines a 
hage amount of travel that would otherwise seek different channels. 
Tb the cities of Louisville, Cincinnati and St. Louis, it will open 
new avenues of trade, and new elements of prosperity. Like a 
great river, it will have its tributaries on either side, and thus draw 
into itself the trade of a vast country. In short, not one, among all 
the various projects now inviting the attention of capitalists, offers 
greater inducements for the investment of capital, or promises to 
be more valuable, as an element of national wealth, than the Mobile 
an|} O^io R^ Road; 

Since the above was written, we have been kindly favored with 
a copy of the fellbwing Ifetter from Professor A. D. Bache, Super^ 
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intendent United States Coast Survey, to our friend and townsman^ 
S. G. Fisher, Esq., concerning the recent discoveries in Mobile Baj, 
made by the Survey, under ue immediate direction of Lieut. Com. 
Pattison, United States Navy. In connection vrith the Mobile and 
Ohio Rail Road, these discoveries are of the highest importance, 
establishing conclusively, as they do, the supenor advantages of 
Mobile Bay over any other harbor of the Gulf, as the seaboard 
terminus for a great system of internal improvement. 

Coast Suryet Station, near Manehesier, N. H,, Sept, 5, 1848. 
S. Griffitts Fishkr, Esq., qf MobUt, 

Dear Sib: — ^In reply to your request, for the most recent infbr* 
mation in regard to the changes at the entrance to Mobile Bay,, 
and to the depth of water of 20f feet upon the bar, I send you the 
following extracts from a recent report by Lieut. Com. C. P. Patti- 
son, United States Navy, the Assistant in the Coast Survey, to 
whom the credit is due for the excellent progress and interesting 
discoveries made in the hydrography of that section of the survey : 

1st. The depth of water which can be carried over the bar at the 
entrance of Mobile Bay at mean low water, is 20f feet mean rise, 
and fall of tide onp foot. 

2d. The channel is perfectly easy, one course N. 19*^ W. true, 
going through with one or two casts on the ridge of shoalest water. 

3d. Continued strong northerly winds depress the water at the 
extreme 2 feet below mean low water; and continued south-east 
and south vrinds elevate it 2^ feet — ^in rare cases to an extreme of 
4 feet. 

4th. In heavy gales, the sea is said to break aeross the bar. This 
I have never seen, but judge it must be the case. 

5th. After crossing the bar the channel varies from one-half to 
seven-eighths of a mile in width, averaging 7 fathoms in depth and 
perfectly dear. 

6th. The depth of water immediately at the end of the wharf at 
Fort Morgan, Mobile Point, is 6^ feet ; 150 yards out, there are 5 
fathoms; and in mid-channel, abreast of the wharf, one-third of a 
mile out, there are 9 fathoms. 

7th. The depth of water at the anchorage of the fleet of mer- 
chant vessels in the bay, is 3^ fathoms. There is perfectly secure 
anchorage, in any winds, for large vessels off the west end of Mo- 
bile Point, with the light-house bearing from S. E. to S. S. W. in 
from 8 to 10 fathoms water, and distant from the shore from one to 
one-tenth of a mile. 

8th. There is a fine harbor for small vessels drawing not over 12 
feet in Navy Cove, just to the north end of Mobile Point, secure in 
all winds, and easy of entrance. 

9th. Pelican Island in 1822 was 1,723 yards long, in 1841 it was 
2,757, and in 1847 it had increased to 3,457 yards, making an in- 
crease of 1,735 yards in 25 years. The north end of this island had 
made a few yards further out in 1848. The shore of Dauphin Is- 
land, to the northward of Pelican, had cut out a few yards, so keep- 
ing the distance between them nearly the same. 
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10th. The distance hetween the north end of Pelican Island and 
Dauphin Island in 1822 was 1,957 yards; in 1S41, it was 788; and 
in 1847 it was hut 383 yards. The depth through this channel has 
remained the same since 1822, being 13 feet at mean low water. 

11th. Sand Island, upon whitlir stands the outer light-house, waa 
in 1822 hut 131 yards across ; in 1841, it was 1,542 in length ; and 
in 1847, it had decfidased to 90S yards. This island is <ionstantly 
undergoing increasing or decreasing, as the various causes of change 
act upon it. Within the last year, the north point has been cut off* 
for a distance of 60 yardsj and the east shore for an average width of 
15 ; whilst the shore to the north of the light-house has made otit 
60 yards. A small channel 10 oi* 15 yards wide, and 6 feet de6p, 
M^hich sejrtir&ted the north point from a small bank dry at low wa- 
tefr, vms filled during one spring eblr tide. 

12th. Little Sand Island, as it is called, where was in 1S22 from 
3^ to 10 fe6t water, had made up into an island in 1841 of 952yard& 
ift length, and increased to 2,625 yards in 1847. 

13th; In 1822 the greatest deptli which could be taken over the 
bat was 17 feet ; iii 1841 it was'19 fecft ; and in 1847 it was 20| feelf, ' 
efefcch at mean lo# wate*: 

14th. In 1822, the' ^stance from the position in which Sand Is- 
Mhd light-hou^e now stands, to the shoalest water in the channel 
<Mi«beba!r,wa^ 3,446 yards; in 1841, it was 3,531; and in 1847, 
it'w^s 3',72^4^ yards.^ 

Idthv Upon a line of soundings which took over the bar in 1841 
bttt 13 feet, in 1847 thedepth was 20 feet. 

16th. The^ changes constantly taking place cannot bettet be' il*- 
lustrated than by the frequent appearance and disappearance of 
Little Pelican Islknd, which is often several feet above water, and 
a» oftcfn aA- many below it. 

From- these fects; it appears that the islands have been on the in- 
crease since 182^, v^rhilst the bar itself, connected with them, has 
pasaerdr gtitdu^iy s^siward, deepening as it advanced. 

Yduts re^ectfully and truly, 

A. B: BAGHE, Supt. U:S. Coast Survey.. ' 
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LETTER FROM A MEMBER OF THE KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE. 



To tht Editor of ike Commomtfealtk : 

Deeply impressed with the commercial and national advantages 
of forming, through Kentucky, a connection at some point in the 
valley of the Mississippi, between the Baltimore and Ohio Rail 
Road, or some rail rofid communication connecting the East and 
West, with the great southern road now in the progress of comple- 
tion — conmiencmg at Charleston and pointing to Nashville, and the 
contemplated road from Mobile to Columbus, I have sought afiter, 
and read with interest, every communication which has fallen un- 
der my observation, pointing to that connection. Struck with the 
comprehensive view of that subject, and the important facts bearing 
upon it, and as presenting boldly its vast importance, allow me to 
call your attention to a letter recently written by a member of the 
Kentucky Legislature, to Governor Brown of Tennessee, and ask 
its republication in youf widely circulated and valuable public 
journal. JOHN L. HELM. 

Frankfort, January 16th, 1849. 
Sir: — In looking over the Nashville Union of the 9th instant, I 
was struck with the foree and value of .many facts and suggestions 
contained in a letter published at the request of the Hon. A. V. 
Brown, of Tennessee, on the subject of western rail roads, &c. — 
The writer seems to have given the subject much attention, and 
writes with the zeal of a true Kentuckian. I deem this matter of 
western rail roads of vital importance to Kentucky ; and sincerely 
believing that you will subserve the public interest thereby, very 
respectfully request the re-publication of the letter in your valua- 
ble paper. With great respect. 
Editor of thf Commonwealth. O. G. GATES. 

Near Nashville, Dec. 28, 1848. 
Mr. E. G. Eastman^ Editor of the Union ; 

Sir: — I enclose ^ou a letter addressed to me by a member of 
the Kentucky Lenslature, on the subject of " the Mobile and Ohio 
Rail Road," and its extension Eastward through the interior of 
Kentucky. Some of the views presented by him are so bold atid 
striking, and display such an interest in, and acquaintance with the 
subject, that I think the interest of the public requires^ its publica- 
tion. The Mobile road in point of importance is to our feuow-cit- 
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iafens of the western part of the State, what the Chattanooga and 
Hiwassee roads are to the people of East Tennessee. The com- 
munication is so full that I will not trouble you with any comments 
of my own, especially as my views were so fully esnpressed in favor 
of that road to the last Legislature of the State. With the advan- 
tages of Columbus as the terminus of the Mobile road over other 
places I have not the means of now forming an opinion, but con- 
corring with the general views of the writer as to the importance 
of the proposed works to the different parts of the country through 
which they would pass, I respectfully ask its publication, if you 
can spare the space in your valuable paper. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

AARON V. BROWN. 

BowLiNC^KEBN, Kt., Doc. 23d, 1848. 
Han, A. F. Brown: 

Dbar Sir : — Will von do me the favor to furnish me with a copy 
of your message to the Tennessee lifgislature at the commence- 
ment of its last session 1 

I am very solicitous for the early completion of the rail road from 
Mobile to Columbus, Ky., near the mouth of the Ohio River, and 
intend writing some conununication in advocacy of that enterprise, 
Vfdth a view of securing an investigation of its valuable and impor- 
tant bearings upon the interest of the whole United States, and 
wish to avail myself of some extracts from your message, for, if £ 
remember aright, you were in that message a friend and advocate 
of this line of improvement. I wish to quote from the highest au- 
thority. 

Without specifying details and particulars, I will say to you that 
information in my possession enables me to assure you that this 
road will be completed to Columbus within five years from the 
present writing, and that in its construction, it will be the most sub- 
stantial and perfect road ever built in the Union. 

I am thus far on my way to Frankfort from my residence (Hop- 
kinsville,) and as I am detained here until the next stage, I will now 
trouble you with some suggestions relative to this road, its lateral 
branches and connections with other lines of rail ways nowinprogress. 

If you will examine a report made by the Hon. Mr. JBreese to 
the Senate of the Unite'd States, you will be convinced that the 
** Illinois Central Rail Road" vrill soon be completed from Cairo 
to Chicago. Over one million of dollars has already been expended 
upon that road, in grading, &Ci, &c. 

The completion of this road from the mouth of the Ohio direct 
through the ce?Ure of the State of Illinois to Lake Michigan, will 
certainly deprive St. Louis not only of the Lake trade and of the 
trade and business of the interior of Illinois, to which she is so 
largely indebted for her growth and prosperity, but win also cut 
off Irom St. Louis all the travelling passing from ike mouth of the 
Ohio by way of the Lakes to the Northern and Eastern cities, an4 
JO vice versa. 



The coBlemfiated railway firom New ASuuiy U> j^hfrn, wooUif 
fluring low water and ice, draw firei^itB and travel &am Albany 
and Alton to this " Central Road." and thence down to the m(>/^ 
of tke Ohio River, 

Will the city qI[ St. Louis permit this to be done t No, the jcon^ 
centratioQ of capital and of business men at that city — the ener^gj, 
eDterprise and intelligence of her business men and prominent c^* 
izens, and the immense interest they have at stake, will immedi- 
ately force to its completion a rail road from Sl Louis, by Spring- 
field, to Chicago, or to an intersection of the Cairo and Chicago ro^d. 

Nor would a road from Chicago to St. Louis only, stopping, at 
that city, at all compete with the Chicago and Cairo road in secur- 
iug the "trade of the Lakes" or of the interior of Illinois, nor the 
travel and transportation, to and fix>, between the mouth of the Ohio 
and the Lakes. 

But St. Louis will be compelled, for self-preservation, to secure 
a continuous railway the entire distance from the Lakes by St. 
Louis to the lower Mississippi, opposite Columbus. 

St. Louis, the great ceotral depot of the vast agricultural atvd 
mineral productions of that immense and fertile region of the upper 
Mississippi, Missouri and Illinois rivers, and the daoigers and losses, 
the delays and hindrances resulting from the unsafe and uncertain 
navigation between the mouth of the Ohio and St. Louis, would, 
even without their being stimulated to do so, by the rivalry of this 
central road, induce the capitalists of that great and growipg city 
to complete a railway connection of St. Louis with Columbus, (150 
miles) as soon as this road i^ completed from Columbus to the Crulf 
of Mexico, (460 miles.) 

Again, the rail roads from Yicksburg by Jackson, Brandon, Mont- 
gomery, (Ala.) &c., to an intersection with the railways of Geor- 
gia and the Carolinas, will soon secure a continuous line, exte^* 
ing from A^icksburg through the South Atlantic States, to the eas- 
tern cities. A large portion of the Southern travel will then pj^ 
by fMs route East. 

Of those persons coming up by the Mississippi P.iver. (of bojfi 
. Charleston, Savannah and Mobile,) by this rail road to Columbi^s, 
nineteen-twentieths of them going to the Northern and Eastern 
States, cities and watering places, would p^sss from Columbys by 
St. Louis, oi: through the centre of Illinois to the Lake?, and tbance 
by rail roads East, in preference to going up the Ohio, pr throqgh 
the interior of Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Most assuredly such will be course of travel. To a vei^^ greaf 
extent that is even now the case, and every year increases th^ ten- 
dency of trade and travel in that direction. The " Michigan Cen- 
tral Road," (connecting Lakes Michigan and Erie,) will be com- 
pleted by the beginning of 1849, and the estimate is that by the end 
of 1849, travellers will pass from Chicago to Boston i^ two d^y# 
apd a half, oii railwayis thp entire di^tancQ. 

The completion of these linen of rail rp|ul9 l^iH ta^ f^^ff^ A^ 
.Ohio river near]y the whole of the travelling passing bj@.Uy(d$p .tin 



ijfoT^ m^ %k9 Soi^lAh tbits mUsing Altogetibertbe cestndly situated 
^te^ of Kentucky ^pd Tennmee. 

Will Kentucky stand idiy looking on uslil the ctompletioiiof such 
y^st eiMierprises, and, without a struggle, permit' herself to he cut 
o^T^from 9II participation in their advantages ] No, never. 

^ railway comrounioalion will soon he complete from Vick^burg 
l^fiat, ap^ equally certain is it that the two roads from Oolumbus to 
t^ JjfJses will be pressed forward to a speedy completion. 

iSUft> 3ir, ithe great State of Kentucky will not be idlylooki$ig om, 
S^ e^;a ney^r be a passive spectator when so deeply interested : 
but .tjbat.eni^gy« enterprise and public spirit which so strikingly 
characterise this great Commonwealth, both individually and as a 
State, 'vrill induce her immediately to press forward with rapid 
progress an enterprise .of va^ly greater magnitude and importance, 
both to herself, to the whole of the Middle States, and those of the 
Soudi and West, than any to which I have alluded, by conb- 
mencing a rail road from Columbus, by Hopkinsville, toward Louis- 
ville and Lexington, through the centre of Kentucky, and extend- 
ing o^ through the very heart of the whole Union, until it becomes 
Ijoiked with die ** Richmond and Kanahwa," and with the " Balti* 
^ore ^nd Ohio'' railways, at or near their western termini. It is now 
hoped that the Baltimore road will incline West as far as Parkeis- 
^,urg before it mtersects the Ohio River. 

Xh^P " Grreat Central Branch" vrill form the most valuable and 
izofkortaqt link m tbe great chain of railways '* now being projec* 
^di to connect the 2G astern and Middle with the Southern and 
W^e^tern States, by ninning a line of rail roads to the South and 
!E!ast ^f the Ohio River, of which the Baltimore and Ohio road is 
^be cpinmen,cemei>t." 

It ajvill be perceived by an inspection of the map that this " Cen- 
tp^ Sr^uch*' connecting Columbus with the Richmond and Balti- 
niore road9, will, becauise of its course and direction, be the most 
ctpu^e^ien^j^advantageQus and popular line for persons passing from 
th9 T^mtfiamf Nortjiem ^iid Middle States, to and from the Souj^ 
and West, aud wiil« by reason of its lateral branches and eonnec- 
];ii990^h other gre^t lines of travel immediately become the greatest 
thoroughfare in the United States. 

Xi^Fe «j^ no other railways in the Union that approach a eom- 
pariao.Q jip iDsporliance with the '' Mobile and Ohio Road^ and its 
two branches, extendieg from Columbus, the one toward the north* 
ireat ftud th/9 other toward the northe^it. 

Passengers and freights from Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, N. 
Qrleai^f atld the interior of the whole Soudi, will arrive by the 
main trunk at Columbus, whether destined for St. Louis and the 
yf,9ax,f m for Lopiffville ^d the East. 

Travellers from the East will pass from the Baltimore and Rich- 
m^^pd rmAa along tibia gr«at ^^Ceni;ial Branch,'' thcou^ Kentucky 
V)d jtbq ^sfintre ^ ibti tJmony to Columbufl, whether destioed for 
Mobile mA l^e fiouCh or St. X4imis and the West In like iMinoer 
"mil lbs wl »3Ad &9am St hom§ hmf» ftmghls end passengenB to 
this points vJMdier di^i^ed t0 MoUk ^nr tm L^nwi^le. 
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Again, every steaniboot deBtined from St IiouW to Pittsburg, or 
from Pittoburff to St. Louis, may bring freights and passengers for 
the South as far as Columbus. 

By a report made by the Hon. Wm. S. Bodley, of Vicksburg, in 
1845, it is estimated that there were then over 450,000 persons, an- 
nually travelline upon the Mississippi River (1,233 daily.) It ca% 
not be doubted but that the greater certainty, regularity, speed toad 
safety of rail roads over steamboats, would induce the larger por- 
tion of travellers passing the mouth of the Ohio, to take this road ; 
for, let it be remembered, that this road, so far from running par- 
allel with the Mississippi, cuts off 540 miles in a distance of 1,000 
miles. 

Bfilet. 

Distance from Cohimbui to NewOrieans, by river 1000 

" " Mobile, by rail road .....460 

StLoui«,by wer 935 

" " " " railroad 180 

** <' St Loniito New Orleans, by river 1S35 

« " " . Mobije, by rail road 610 

From Columbus to Mobile, by rail road, in 23 hours, thence to 
New Orleans in 14 hours. The trip from New Orleans by the beat 
boats to Columbus has been made in four days, though six days is 
about the average time for good boats. 

From Columbus to St. Louis, by rail road, (150 miles,) in seven 
hours. From Columbus to St. Louis, by the river, requires from 
2 to 3 days usually; for the dangers to navigation between St. Louis 
and Columbus prevent boats from running afber night, even when 
there are seven feet water on the bars, it is venr certain, there- 
fore, that all travellers between St. Louis and Cfolumbus, would 
pass by rail road in preference to risking steamboat navigation 
upon this, the most dangerous portion of ^e Mississippi River. 

As the Mobile road forms a junction with the Tennessee River 
at or near Savannah, Tenn., (331 miles from Mobile, 129 from Co- 
lumbus) a branch road might be made from Nashville, intersect- 
ing this road at Savannah — :" thus avoiding altogether the Cumber- 
land mountains, which present many obstacles of a serious kind to 
any other approach to Nashville from the seaports on the south 
Atlantic coast." 

By this branch Nashville "would have a much more direct com- 
munication, with abetter seaport for her purposes, and by far, over 
a more favorable route than^tfta Chattanooga." 

Distance from Nashville, via Chattanooga, to Charleston 594 
miles. 

Distance from Nashville, via Chattanooga, to Savannah, (Geo.) 
580 miles. 

Distance frt)m Nashville, by Savannah, (Tenn.) to Mobile, 431 
miles. 

From Nashville, by Savannah, (Tenn.) and the Mobile road to the 
crossing of the road from Montgomery towards Vicksbuig, would 
also connect Nashville with Vidcsburg in about 448 miles. 

This branch, too, would doubtless be extended from Savannah 
by way of LaGrrange and Memphis Rail Road to Memphis. 
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From Nashtine, by Savanliah, (Tenn,) to Memphis^ 240 milea. 
. From NasbTille, by Savannah, (Tenn.) to the mouth of the Ghiof 
^29 miles. , 

A rail road from Nashville due north 50 miles, would intersect 
«t RusselviUe, Ky., or at Bowlinggreen, with the road from Louis- 
ville to Columbus. Thus, this branch of 50 miles would connect 
NasfaviUe with Louisville, and (by Columbus) with St. Louis. 

MSm. 

Dirtance from LouioviBe, by Columbufl toMobile •« 72^ 

** " " NwhviUe, to Charleston 779 

« " " to Savannah, (Geo.) 766 

** ** ** ** and Savannah, (Tenn.) to Mobae.616 

This brancb to Savannah, (Tenn.) being upon a so much better 
direction for travel, and connecting with seaports, cities, and other 
roads so desirable for NashviUe, wilfassuredly secure its construction. 

Soutb Carolina first atte]xu)ted to obtain railway communication 
with the Ohio River through East Tennessee. But the Legisla- 
ture of Kentucky refused to grant such privileges as she desired. 
Her prominent statesmen were next in attendance upon the Mis- 
eissippi Legislature to obtain such charters as would secure a rail 
road from Cbarleston to Yicksburg, and those roads are now in 
progress of construction. 

Geoma and Carolina, in the loean time, extended their rail road 
to the Tennessee River, but pt a point so high up that stream as 
does not afford them a desirable communication wiUi the Ohio River 
and the markets of Western produce. 

Tlie Chattanooga road will connect diem at Nashville, with the 
Cumberland, but they will not yet be at a market which produces 
the bagffing, bale rope, pork/flour, and other supplies of western 
production which they demand. 

The great and prominent object of Georgia and the Carolinas is 
to effect a direct railway communication between the South Atlantic 
parts and the Missiuippi and Ohio Rivers, 

The Mobile and Columbus road connects with Charleston and 
Savannah by means of the road from Yicksburg across by Mont- 
gomery, &c., and whilst the Chattanooga road affords to Charles- 
ton an uncertcdn connection through the Cumberland river, for a 
portion of the year, with but a j9a^ of the West, the Mobile and 
Columbus road opens throughout the €n^ire year the commerce of 
the whole West, and is upK>n a much better direction for travel. 

Therefore, the Georgia and Carolina railways will be made to 
connect with the mouth of the Ohio by the construction of a branch 
road from^ or near Atalanta to the Decatur and Tuscumbia road; 
thence extend that road from Tuscumbia, West, to an intersection 
vnth the Mobile road. 

The connection of Charleston and Savannah, (Geo.) and of every 
branch and link of those Southern railways, i^th the mouth of the 
X%io by the most direct route, will add 50 per cent to their present 
annual receipts, and will, in every respect, be so advantageous as 
win induoe tnose several rail road companies to unite for the eon- 
struction (^ the branch from or near Atalanta to intersect the Mobile 
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n>dd^ dt & point oii said road about ISO milev^ frdtea Coiumbui^, 50 
mikea sottdt of Sav8iiUE^> Texm., and 30 miles west from the Tus- 
cumbia road. 

This link fromi At&lanta to tbe moutb of tbe Ohio will open a 
direct communication of the whole interior of the South widi the 
whole West ; for t^ere the Ohio and Miseissippi riven^ and tbdr 
numerous tribtituriea from the Alleghanies and sJso fi^m the Rocfiy 
Mountains, concentrate their vast waters ; thus, securing to tHia 
point, as iff justly remarked in a report by a comniittee of die Uli- 
Bois Legislature, all those ''advantages of commercial position 
which few cities of the earth can rival;" 

'Ti)9 here that ''20,000 miles of navipble wtltets cokn>ifV^, dMn- 
ing a territory unequalled for fertihty upo» iSbe »tLv£^ks$^ 6f the 
globe;" It is this point which all those southern x<oads af« xueet 
interestod in connecting with. 

A glance at the map will show that Columbus iff the nearetft pdinit 
of the Mississippi river to Charleston and Savannah, and is £di6 
tbe nearest pomt of liiat river to Nashville amd^ LoUisvillei Fi^om 
die " Reports" of Lewis Troost,' Esq., and* of Judge Bodtey, di<^ 
distance^^ 

From Charleston, (by intersecting the Mobile rail road,) tO'C<y- 
luBibus, 625 miles. 

From Savannah, (Geo^) by the Mobile rail itosd, to Colufi^u^^ 
600 miles. 

From Charleston, by Nashville, to ColUiJibud, 764 miles: 

From Savannah, (Geo.) by way of NtfshviQe> 7^ itlileft. 

From Cbaarleston to Vicksburg, by rail road, 790 nailed; 

From Savann.ah, (Geo.) to Vicksburg, 670 miles. 

The trip will be made from Columbus to Charleston' in about 
31' hours, andfi-om Columbus, by Charlestonj to Wasliiffgtoii city 
in a little over three days. From St. LouiS) by Columbus to Chades^ 
ton, 775 miles, and brings dovm the time of travel betwee<il Sr. 
Louis and Washington city to about four daysr. 

My argument is, t^at, the inevitable rissultto Kentucky, fh»h 
tkd oompletion of those two roads from ColuUibus'to St. Lotiis^said 
tiie Lakes, sind the one from Vicksburg, East, will indud^ such^ t 
«oimeti6i& thitHighout thw tthole Staiifi of thfe v«lue i^ absolucft 
necessity for the branch ^m Columbus to the Baltknoreitoaid^ aA 
will secure its completion by the deeiethef cai^'OOilimence^rciini^f^ 
fiioBi'Coluihbuertd Mobile. This c^iRraibr»teh,li^kdS^ together, 
ii» it wilfy aU tbotcr roaids^at Colutt)fbu« Withth^f Bfedti&dte'Md Riislf^ 
riWDd railways^ an!d pamdirgL through the intelior' ef- tMs pm}e fiftnn 
die eauretae Webtto the e&cremr^ Eaereeiid of i^^/Mlttktt s^uiN^ 
in its advocacy and support every interest and mi^f*f B^0A<iA^tf£ 
Kentuckyi' 

Thet&= will> h& iw wnm^crg^abdtti' ^"^stusitorMi dttikkoiis^'-'^'^bk* 
''^eatbeen Ketitift^y;^" t^ "Gifesn River Geunttyj?' tltfs^ '^^lUid^ 
BivisleB/' '^Nor^fflf E^t»»ky," and^ oiirtVv<0¥lvl^'dtSe9, LmI^^ 
vtile and Ijeodingtoi], will> all^ aH be tmU^tJSk^ iti- iiK^t^ei bM 
poUoy^fei^itb>ee»piecii>fi; k>'cMv^at^ir*i>^^i^«^^<)9Mf^ 
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The Mobile and Ohio Rail Road penetrates a region of country 
cut o^Tfrom water conununication, but which this road will make 
the garden spot of America. This main stem runs a straight 
course of 460 miles from North to South, through different degrees 
of temperature, through different varieties of soil, and mineral and 
agricultural productions, passing the entire route without crossing 
a single navigable river or mountain, and without any rock exca- 
vations, " through the richest portions of four of the most produc- 
tive States of the Union, and by its internal branches renders trib- 
utary to it inexhaustible beds of bituminous coal, iron and marble." 

Although '' passing through different State governments, it will 
be governed throughout by the same laws, subject to the same in- 
stitutions, and will be under the same management and responsi- 
bility. The Mobile and Columbus rail road thus forms a connect- 
ing chain between people of every character, and climates of every 
descripdon, and becomes the channel for distributing their varied 
productions." 

This road connects the best harbor and most central port upon 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the most inland and nearest point upon 
that Gulf, with the mouth of the Ohio River, which the Hon. Mr. 
Breese, in a report to the United States Senate, remarks, " is one 
of the most remarkable points on the globe — ^the confluence of the 
Ohio with the mighty Mississippi — a spot to which all the great 
rivers of the West converge as to a centre, and where most of the 
commerce, bound on their bosoms, must pass on its way to the 
ocean, or from State to State — whether from the Missouri or Upper 
Mississippi, the Wabash or the Ohio, th^ Cumberland or the Ten- 
nessee." 

I have, in this communication, spoken of Columbus as though it 
was immediately at the mouth of the Ohio. Columbus is on the 
Mississippi River, 10 miles below, but is the nearest highlands to 
the junction, and must, to all intents and for all purposes, ever be 
the mouth of the Ohio. The point immediately at the mouth on 
the Illinois side (known as Cairo) and for 10 or 12 miles back into 
the interior, is subject to inundations from 5 to 30 feet deep ; and 
the opposite point in Kentucky, and extending on down to Colum- 
bus, inundates from ^ to 30 feet deep, and in some places as wide ' 
as five miles back £rom the river. 

Therefore, the Mobile rail road and the Chicago and Cairo road 
will be connected by steam ferry boats between Columbus and 
Cairo. 

Columbus is the only point upon the Mississippi River, between 
the mouth of the Ohio and the ^alize, where the highlands extend 
up to the river on both sides, consequently is, during high water, 
the only crossing place for persons passing from Mississippi, Ten- 
nessee, &c., to Missouri, ArKansas, oz;c. It is here that the drovetB 
from Missouri, going to Mississippi and Louisiana, are obliged to 
cross their stock when the Mississippi River is fall. 

The town of Columbus contains 4,000 acres, which were reser-.- 
ved by the Legislature of Virginia from jontry by "Military Claim- 



BUto/' becanse tliesiipeiiora4^rsBtBg8tofk»liDcitkni,t]uft 
lor» TOBotve^, remderiiit$90 wahuhUfat^ any mm mam to aam; whieh 
4,000 acres the LegislatiHie of Kentucky afterwards appointed the 
Hon. Jos. R. UndeFwood, o«r present Senator in Coiigfess, and 
two otbeis, Commisskmwrs^ to my off into town lots uf suitable 
aizes, witk streets, afleys, &;c., all of which has been done. 

As a site for a gfeat commercial city, Colarabus possesses use* 
oualled natural advantages. Those 4,000 acres are elevated from 
mur feet to one hundred and ifty feet above tbe highest floods.-^^ 
Within the town boundary there are numerous 1m^ running springs. 
The interior is a high, undulating and healthy country. 

Except the strip of bottom immediately upon the bank, Colum- 
bus is surrounded by a body of land from 20 to 35 miles in width, 
frtmting upon the Mississippi River and extending from the mouth 
of the Ohio down about f<xty miles on the Kentucky sidoy which, 
in point of health, fertility of soil, good water, beauty of scenery 
ana every local advantage and convenience, is inferior to no land 
in the worid. 

Nor could the local situation of diose 4,000 acres be inquroved, 
bett^ed, or in any respect rendered more convenient or advanta- 
geous as a site for a large city, even if the most experienced and 
scientific engineers had power to call mto existence a site or fiMin- 
dation shaped as they might desire it. 

Columbus is the only point on the Mississippi River wh^*e the 
banks on either side never fall in, nor form sand bars, by the wash- 
ing of the river. Owing to the peculiarities of the badss, the course 
of the river, and attendant circumstances, those banks, never have 
been and never will be washed off or added to. The Hon. Mr. 
Breese, in a report to the United States Senate, r^narks in refer- 
ence to the mouth of the Ohio, that there "terminate the valleys of 
the Tennessee and the Cumberland, which come down from the 
South as if to meet their kindred streams from the North— of the 
Ohio from the East, which throws its branches to the Alleghany 
Mountains, on the one side, and almost to the borders of the Lakes 
on the other— -of the Upper Mississippi which descends almost from 
the Frozen Sea of the North, and of the Missouri with numerous 

branches stretching to the Rocky Mountains in the West.'' 

******* 

The concentration at Columbus (^the vast waters of 20,000 mDes 
of navigable rivers^— of the railiways from Charleston, Savan- 
nah, and Mobile, and those from the commodious port of San Fran- 
cisco, and from St. Louis, Chicago and Louisville^also, those reg- 
ular lines of smaller steamboats, fram Columbus to all the impor« 
tant points above, upon the Ohio and Mississippi, will thus form » 
direct communication between the whol^ interior of the Missiseippi- 
valley and this ** centred paint.** 

Those railways will open a direct avenue for western produce 
to the interior of the whole south) and those supplies will be con- 
veyed from Columbus as far east as Charleston and Savaanafay in 
preference to being shipped^ by the mer to N. Orlem^ and thwoe 
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around by sea to those ports, with all the Actional charges for 
freights, commissions, &c., &c. ' ^* .;••. 

All the bagjring and rope, flonr, pork, and other .srtjicles of wes- 
tern produee for the imierior of the south, will pass dkjibfiib^ roads — 
for by the road you tare at the markets for consumption* jd •the in- 
terio ; whereas, when shipped down the river to NewOQeans apd 
otherplaces, it would have to be again re-shipped by their commis 
sion merchants to the planters of 9ie interior. \ ,-\-. 

Thus, the consumers and merchants of the interior will md!)i!iSf.*\.^ 
their purchases of Western supplies at Columbus^ aud the produce* •*;•* 
<^the Southern States, for Western consumption; (also, tne mer- \, 
chandise purchased in the Southern cities, and that purchased in 
the Eastern cities, and shipped by way of Southern seaports) will 
be forwai'ded, by rail road, to Columbus, there to be sold, exchan- 
ged for Western productions, or forwarded still &rther West. 

Again, the interest of the planters of the whole tobacco growing 
region of the West, will induce them to select Columbus as the 
pomt at which all the tobacco of the Mississippi valley shall be ex- 
posed to sale, aud by bringing the foreign and domestic defers in 
tobacco to make their purchases at this paijU, would save to the 

Slaater the innumerable charges and taxes in the shape of freights, 
rayage, cooperage, sampling, inspection, &c. 

ColombuB is, geographically, in the centre of the United States, 
aad is feit the centre of the coloamerce and navigation of the whole 
West and South. It is at the upper end of the lower country and 
the l&wer end of the upper country — ^for it rnll be the point for trans- 
shipmetit of freights and passengers between the larger and smal- 
ler xdasses of boats, and to and from the rail roads and boats. 

The aggregate of all these varied transactions will make this the 
lai^est and most importwit conmiercial city of the West. 

Uolumbus beiiag the nearest point of the Mississippi River to 
Louisville and Nashville, and the only site upon that river in Ken- 
tucky suitable for a city, is therefore, the only place on the river 
at which Kentucky would terminate a rail road* A short distance 
aboire, though nearly opposite to Columbus, is an eligible and beau- 
tiftil site fi>r a city on the Missouri side. It is above overflow, and 
poa acs eos more local advantages than any other point on that side 

within sixty miles of it, 

# • # • # # « 

Those railways "will multiply and furnish innumerable markets 
vrith produce and merchandise bow limited to one. They will en- 
laJ?ge the circle of trade, by giving greater speed, certainty and 
sedarity to the traveller and the trader, and will brine into closer 
cibmmunion the social, politic41« and coMmercial relatioBi <^ com- 
munities of common origin, cotnmon insUtutions, and common 
syapatUes." 

I am, dear sir, vrith high respect and high regard^ 

Your obedient servant, 
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• * * 

f Letter. j/^fxnn Messrs. Gaines and McRae, 8fcJ 

; •. ' Mobile, Dec. Utb, 1848. 

Sir :— JJkii'Mbbile has assumed to construct the road to the Kem- 
per county, fine, and no stimulus should be withheld to induce her 
people -to the most efficient action, we present you with a copy 
of ^letter, (marked I,) from Col. Watts, one of the State Commis- 
.*/aipners of the Southern Rail Road, leading from Jackson, Miss., 
. /•4*)o'the Alabama line, in the direction of Montgomery, showing the 
*• ;*-.* progress which is making in that work, now carried on by the State. 
/• * We also present you with a table of Statistics, taken frt)m the 
census of 1840, (marked II,) showing the resources of the counties 
in Mississippi, with which Mobile would connect herself, by the 
junction of die Mobile and Ohio Rail Road with the Southern Rail 
Koad. These roads will intersect each other about equi-distant 
from Jackson and Mobile; one hundred and twenty miles from either 
place. By the junction of these roads. Mobile will connect herself 
with the Mississippi River at Vicksburg, in fifteen hours, and with 
Jackson, the capital of Mississippi, in twelve hours — and at the 
same time with the heart of the richest interior cotton growing re- 
gion of the western part of the State. Some of the counties em- 
braced in this table, are already tributary to Mobile, but allowing 
for the increased resources of these counties since 1840, the table 
shows about correctly, the increased trade with which Mobile will 
connect herself. / 

When the Southern Rail fload is extended, if Mobile does not 
connect vdth it, she will lose the trade which she now receiyes from 
Southeastern Mississippi, and a part from the richest portion of 
Southwestern Alabama. 

A merchant from Jackson cannot now go to New Orleans and 
return, spending one day in the city, under six days. By the rail 
road he could come to Mobile and return, spending a business day 
here, in thirty-six hours. In fact, he could reach New Orleans by 
this route quicker than by the Mississippi, and at about the same cost. 

The ^eat iniportance to Mobile of a connection with the Missis- 
sippi River at Vicksburg, and with the capital of Mississippi, in 
such short time, will be better perceived by yourself, than it can be 
portrayed by us. With our best wishes for the success of the great 
enterprise in which you are embarked, and over which you have 
the honor to preside. 

Very respectfully, your ob't serv'ts, 

GEO. S. GAINES, 
JOHN J. McRAE, 

SiDNBT Smith, Ebu., President M. &;0. ZL R.O. 

Jackson, Mississippi, Nov. 13th 1S48. 
Col. John «r. McRae, 

D£AR Sir: — ^A meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Soudieni Rail Rpad Company, was held on the 11th inst, (Nov. 
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^48,) I have thq pleasure to communicate to you infonnation, which 
I know will be interesting to you. 

The work on the road is progressing rapidly. We have about 
one hundred and fifty hands employed, including those purchased 
by the State, and the contractors for the timbers. Tne bridge 
across Pearl River was completed last week, and has been exam- 
ined and received by our board. In a few days we will have the iron 
laid down two or diree miles. 

Major Weir, one of the Board of Commissioners, returned from 
Philadelphia, a few days since. At that place he entered into con- 
tract for fifteen miles of iron, to be shipped to New Orleans imme- 
diately. 

The grading of the road will be completed fourteen miles in sixty 
or ninety days, and I think we will have the road entirely comple- 
ted that distance by the first of March. 

The survey of the road has b«en completed about forty miles, 
and will be continued next summer to the Alabama line. The 
friends of the road are sanguine in completing it in a few years to 
the Alabama line. Yours, truly, 

JAS. E. WATTS. 
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MAN^ON HOUSE, Mobilx, 10th Febrtiaiy, 1849. 

Gbntlemxit :---I have the honor to acknowledge the receij^tofyonr letter of this 
day's date, in which you express a denre to be put in possession of mj *' views and 
obiservations respecting the facilities of the bay and harbor of Mobile." 

In reply, I beg to acquaint you, that feeling some littledegree of anxiety respect- 
ing- the issue of the first attempt made by the Royal Mail Steam Packets to cross 
the Bar of Mobile, I paid particular attention to the soundings taken on board the 
Dee, when she entered the Bay on the 31st of January last, and I was gratified to 
observe that the shoalest water on the bar when we crossed it wsaJuU four fathom-— 
Dee's draft at the time being precisely 17 feet! There were two leadsmen sound- 
ing when she entered the port — her engines were ''slowed" — ^the water upon the 
bar was very smooth, and a light air of wind blowing from the south east. 

It is my opinion that with a good pilot on board, proper attention to the steer- 
age, and a due observance of such precautions as those of ''slowing" the engines 
and "keeping both leads eoing," no harm can occur to any steam vessel of the 
draft of water of the RoysQ Mail Steam Packets, in crossing the bar of Mobile in 
day-light 

The bay appears to me to afford safe anchorage for vessels like those with which 
I am connected, in any weather, and by the adoption of certain obvious (but by no 
means costly) arrangements, a Coal Depot might be established within its precincts 
which flhonld avail for supplying large class steam vessels with fael whenever they 
might require it. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, with great respect, your most ob't serv't, 

W. B. LIOT, Gen'l Col. Supt R. M. S. P. C. 
T6 Ftbbob B. Clarke, S. Griffitts Fisher, J. Emanuel, Esqrs., forming a Com^mit- 

tM of Directors of the Mobile and OhioR. R. Co., Mobile. 

The certificate given by Mr. Grant, the ChiefEngineerof the Royal Mail Packet 

Dee, is very satisfactory. The trial made of Alabama Coal, was in comparison with 

Welsh Coal, which for steam purposes, are well established to be very far superior 

to any of the English sorts. The coal tested, it must be borne in mind, was from 

superficial strata, and will be found to improve when taken from a formation less 

■subject to atmospheric influences. It, however, answered its purpose perfectly 

well, and could, with great saving of expense, be adapted for all steam vessels in 

the Gulf of Mexico. The difference of price must be considered— the coal from 

Alabama "was furnished at $6, per ton, delivered on board the steamers. From 

infojsnation received from the dealers in the foreign article, it is believed that could 

not be delievered for less than eight dollars. 

R. M. S. DEE, Mobile Bat, 21st February, 1849. 
The Alabama Coals received in Mobile Bay, on the 1st February, compared in 
its ooDSomption with the Welsh Coals used by the Company in tlie West Indies, 
shews an increase of expenditure of 8i per cent. 

D. GRANT, Chief Engineer. 

RoTAL Mail Steam Ship Deb, Havana, Feb, 25, 1849. 
We hereby certify that the 106 tons of Alabama Coal received at MobUe on the 
2Sd inst, is mueh better coal than that supplied on die 1st inst., and in point of con- 
sumption is easy steaming coal. It is e^ual to the Welsh Coal generally supplied 
to the Company's ships in the West Indies ; it requires a stronger draft for burn- 
ing andbas 2ewcKiii(cer than some of the Welsh Coal. 

DAVID GRANT, Chief Engineer, 
WM. ALLAN, Com. Dee. 



Act of Congbbss. — ^An act of Congress passed on the 3d March, 1849, gran* 
ted to the MobHe and Ohio Rail Road Company, the right of way over the public 
lands, and also grants all the timber, stone,gravd, mmd, Sfe., thatmay be necessary ta 
<eo]uitnict Mod Rail Road. 
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The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the Mobile 
and Ohio Rail Road Company, was held in the City of Mobile, 
on Monday, the 9th day of May, 1853. 

The meeting having been called to order, Sidney Smith, Esq. 
^President of the Company, read the following 

REPORT: 

To the Stockholders of the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company: 

The postponement of the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders 
for three months beyond the usual period, was, in order that the 
Board might be enabled in this their Fifth Annual Report to state, 
that the basis, which it has been their constant aim to establish, was 
effected, and that it could be reported as complete ; and it is with 
much satisfaction they now are enabled to state that the local 
work for the entire line is provided for and under contract for con- 
struction, (with the exception of some small portions purposely 
reserved ;) and that thereupon the succeeding Board will be enabled 
under very favorable circumstances to effect a loan to an amount 
sufficient to iron and equip the whole road. 

Since the last Annual Meeting the Chief Engineer was duly au- 
thorized to locate and contract for the local work as fast as the 
local subscriptions permitted, and to open correspondence with all 
parties interested in Cross Roads or Branches. 

Suitable and judicious contracts were made for Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, the Tennessee River, and the Columbus, Mississippi, 
branches, or connections, and arrangements are now being made 
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for a terminas at Colombas, Kentocky, and also for promoting re- 
ciprocal accommodations with all lines of other roads intending to 
cross oar main truuk. 

The Board can now state with confidence, that the completion 
of the entire road bed ready for the iron m now fiUy secured by 
the local aid of private and public subscriptions, as is exhibited in 
the Report of the Chief Engineer, and that the local work is in 
the hands of able and competent Contractors, very many of whom 
are the wealthy and influential persons of the country. 

The Reports and Statements of the Secretary and Treasurer 
will exhibit in a tabular form — 

The Counties interested on the line of the Road, and amount of 
Subscriptions : 

The number of Miles under Contract : 

Receipts and Disbursements : 

The earnings and equipment of that section of the Road com- 
pleted, and the items of property belonging to the Company, 
other than the donated lands. 

From these and the Reports of the Chief Engineer, the follow- 
ing statement will show a general summary of the cost, and the 
resources that can be used for construction. 

Cost, Complete— Estimated by the Chief Engineer, including 
Iron for one hundred and two miles of the Branch Roads, to wit : 

Local work complete • $4,776,576 

Furniture, Cars and Engines 1,600,000 

Iron for Tracks, delivering and laying • • 5,000,000 

Total $11,376,576 

Resources— 

Thirty-three miles complete, cost, $500,000 

Income estimated from Mobile tax...... 1,130,000 

Private and public Subscriptions in Mis- 
sissippi 1,944,100 

Do. in Tennessee and Kentucky.. • 1,22S,100 
Other resources, sales Land and Lots. . • 100,000 

$4,902,200 
Total resources for local construction that must be regarded as 
perfectly reliable. 
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In addition to this sum the lands donated by Congress, and 
now in the possession of the Company, and worth on the completion 
of the road, 267 miles, S3.00 per acre, at a low estimate of the 

Chief Engineer, which is $3,469,975 

The loan of the State of Tennessee by bonds to the 

Company, say .' 1,000,000 

64,469,975 

Thus making a cash and property ca])ita] already se- 
cured of $9,372, 175 

To enable the Board to withhold the lands from sale till the 
road is made, a foreign loan of five and a half millions of dollars, 
(exclusive of the Tennessee State loan) as the Chief Engineer sug- 
gests, must now be made, for which the above total sum, less the 
Tennessee State loan, will be ample security. 

The construction as far as completed, and in progress south of 
Kemper Co., Miss., has been and will be promptly paid for by the 
Mobile tax and individual subscriptions, from the sales of lands, 
timber and town lots, and from the earnings of the road completed ; 
and from thence to the mouth of the Ohio by reliable county 
and individual subscriptions. 

The earnings of the road for the 33 miles, not yet nine months 
in use, already exceeds the cost of its maintenance and repairs, 
while much saving is made to the Company by the transportation 
of iron, &c. 

The Cars and Engines, now belonging to the Company, are suf- 
ficient for the use of the road, when extended fifty miles. During 
the last year a contract was made for the delivery here of 7,000 
tons of iron, at 851.00 per ton. This is now at Citronelle, and 
contracts for track timber have been made to continue the road 
from Citronelle without loss of time. 

It will be seen from the statement herewith, that the purchasevs 
of the Bonds of the Company will have as a guaranty, and security, 
for their payment at maturity— a first and only mortgage lien, upon 
the whole road, (less the Tennessee portion) with machinery, fix- 
tures, &c., costing say $11,500,000 — ^and a first and only mortgage 
lien on 1,156,658 acres of land, donated by the United States in 
aid of the road, and located within fifteen miles of the track in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, and will be worth within ten 
years after the foad is completed S5.d& per aere. From the 
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foregoiog and the exhibits herewith, it is believed the basis so 
closely sought for is complete, and no difficulty can arise to pre- 
vent a favorable negotiation of our loan. 

The Board recommend that the present policy of not extending 
the Stock list be continued, for it is certain that the Company lands 
will more than pay the required lo'an, and 50,000 shares of stock 
will be the entire stock list of a road and branches costing eleven 
and a half millions, and yielding from its earnings large dividends. 
The loan being negotiated, the stock must appreciate. 

It will be a north and south line, and extending by its connec- 
tion with the Central Illinois line over 850 miles, and crossing 
over twelve degrees of latitude, and the consequent variety of cli- 
mate and production. 

It is the shortest practicable route from the Ohio river to the 
Gulf of Mexico. This road will pass for one hundred miles over 
a heavily timbered country, abounding in lumber of excellent qual- 
ity, for which Mobile is rapidly becoming a large market, and af- 
ter leaving the forest will strike one of the most fertile cotton re- 
gions of the South, again leaving which, it will enter the wealthy 
grain growing districts of West Tennessee. 

The local traffic, which will be furnished by the wealthy country, 
immediately dependent upon this road for an outlet to the sea, will 
alone make it a profitable line for the stockholders. 

The Board further believe that great confidence must exist in 
the value and stability of our road, when to the present prosper- 
ous, condition of its afiairs, we add the Government's donation of 
nearly 1,200,000 acres of land, and one hundred miles of road 
nearly completed and paid for, equal in the aggregate at a mode- 
rate valuation to the sum of $8,372,175, including the subscription 
lists from Mobile to the Ohio line, all of which, with the road 
equipments and franchises form a real and ample secunty for all 
the money we have need to borrow. 

The Board earnestly urge upon the stockholders the necessity 
of promptly meeting the payment of instalments, as they may be 
called for; and on this, and with you, therefore, rests the period 
when the road will be completed. The loan now contemplated, is 
not intended for any local work, but is to be obtained and to be 
used only to iron and equip the road, after your subscriptions 
may have prepared it for that purpose. 
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It must be borne in mind by tbe impatient, and by tliose wbo 
complain of the slow progress made by Directors, that until the 
vote of this City approving the two per cent. City tax, a little more 
than a year since, but little confidence in the making of this road 
was felt This being accomplished, the Directors were enabled 
to fulfil their obligations, as promised to the citizens of Mississippi 
and Tennessee, to make the road bed to Kemper line, and which 
now is actively going on ; and it is only within two or three 
months many of the counties voted their subscriptions, and made 
them available to the road; and it will not be out of place here to 
name that it has been necessary at different times duiing the pro- 
gress of this work, to use the means and credit of the Directors 
and other citizens, to prevent a suspension of the work. All that 
is now needed to prosecute this work to its completion, is steadi- 
ness, unanimity and perseverance. 

It is a gratification to the Board to be enabled to present this re- 
port, not merely that it presents a favorable condition of its affairs, 
but that lor the first time we can say the public are interested and 
have faith. To produce this conviction, has not been an easy 
labor; nor would this result have been expected at a much earlier 
day, when we reflect that so many of our active and wealthy citi- 
zens were objecting, and if they did not oppose, they did not aid. 

No previous year has brought so many favorable influences to 
operate, with so good results. In Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Kentucky, very many of their most influential citizens have been 
constant and earnest in their advocacy of this enterprise, and lib- 
eral in their subscriptions. It is proper also favorably to notice 
other gentlemen, who, acting as Agents for the Company, whose 
exertions have contributed much to the success of this work the 
present year. With the good spirit now abroad, the means of 
construction registered and duly forthcoming, there should be no 
distrust as to a favorable negotiation of the proposed loan, or ap- 
prehension that the work may not progress simultaneously at the 
various points of the line, to secure its completion by first of June, 
1856. 

All of which is respectfully subnutted) 

SIDNEY SMITH, President. 
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THE TOTAL RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 

JJp to the 30th of April, 1853, have been asJbUows, viz: 

Total Receipts to date of last Report. . • . ^ $372,836 06 

From instalments on Stock $43,730 1 1 

City Bonds 310,000 00 

City Taxfor 1851 ;. 12,518 73 

City Tax for 1852 103,770 17 

Donated Land Account 1,878 42 

Running Department 28,957 63 

Village Lots 6,030 66 

Engineering Acc't— Sale of Horses, &c. 146 90— '507,032 62 

$879,868 68 

The Expenditures since the last Report have beeD-^ 

Total to date of last Report $372,676 22 

For Graduation, Masonry and Bridging, $149,543 71 
Balance of Cross Ties and Track laying, 

33 miles 17,695 47 

Engineering Surveys 5,766 34 

Rails, Spikes and Chairs 84,993 05 

Station Grounds 7,581 17 

Office and Contingent Expenses 8,690 04 

Engineering — Construction 2S,478 81 

Bills Payable 47,000 00 

Interest 7,072 62 

Interest on Bonds 16,81134 

Water Fixtures 3,834 61 

Repair Shops 2,755 61 

Expenses on Donated Land 4,490 91 

Commissions and Agencies 4,650 00 

Station Buildings and Furniture 8,4^8 30 

Machinery — Locomotives and Cars.... 55,027 65 

Personal Property 1,700 00 

Running Department — Expenses and 

Repairs 26,215 25-480,804 88 

Cash on hand 6,579 23 

Cash subject to draft in New York « 18,503 11 

Due from individuals • • 1,345 19 

$879,868 68 
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BALANCE !»H££T OF THE BOOKS 

Oftht Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Compjimy, April.SOth, 1853. 

DR. 

Cash, . ., , , .... . .......... ... ........ .i 6^579 28 

Ketcburo, Rogers fie Bement ' 18,503 11 

Co p st ruc t i on Graduation, Masonry, 

and Bridging 300,29} 30 

Djo. Crxi9sTie9 and Track. 35,047 09 

Engineering— Surveys,. ..«••,••».....• 53,001 26 

Rails, St>ikee end Chairs 190,396 77 

Station Grounds.. •••*.ji«».». •-•••.•• 16(302 5^ 

Expense Account 18,932 31 

Bogiw^nng— .CcMi^trttctiaip . . . .• A?*90P 8Q 

Gomnrissions and Agencies. • • 7,882 -40 

Right Qf Way. , 775 1^ 

Interest Account ^,694 00 

Vater FixtuJjB^ • *...,.. 3.93.6 7^ 

Repair Shops 2,755 61 

Daoated liand* > 5«7.16 74 

Interest on Bonds 16,811 34 

Station fiiiilditigs •*.»%. 10,U6 05 

Machinery 59,089 97 

Personal. Property,. »...«••>.••..••• 1,7010 iOO 

Individual Account. .• ».• 1,345 19 

•SOI, W 10 
OR. 
Instalments... • .. *«^....^ •«. • . . ..... .$129,96.8.^.8 

" City Bonds. ^10,000 pO 

Bills Payable .••.♦•./.. 63,000 00 

City Tajc. for 1850. . ..^. .., , 14,;^3 39 

Dou for 1851.. •.!.>•.. 17,914 17 

Dp.. for 1852........ 67,280 17 

ATillage Lots 6,030 66 

Running Departnaent. 2,690 23 

Capital Stock issued . • /. ; 190,700 00 

$801,777 10 
2 A. P. IRWIN, Treasurer. 
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SCHEDULE OP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

For Local Work of the Mohile and Ohio Rail Road Company, 



Counties. 



Length 
Miles. 



AMOUNT SUBSCRIBED. 



Total Amoimt 

in each 
I COUNTY. 



Mobile County, Ala.... 



Wayne County . . 1 . MisA 

Clarke Co " 

Lauderdale Co..... '* 
Kemper ** 



Noxubee *' 



Lowndes and Oktib- • 

beha " 

Monroe and Ckicka- - 

Pontotoc i. :........ *-' ■ 



Itawamba ....te.'... ** 
TishanuM^o ..,..•. ** 

ToUd Ungth tn Mm. 



Madison County.. TeoB. 



McNairy .T.". .". I . I .* •• 
Gibson. i..' " 

Obion and Hender- 
son.:...: V- "'*• • 

Total length in Tenn, 
McCracken Counter, Ky. 



^62i 



34|| 

34;! 

34.6 

S0.6 



■ * • » •■ 

• - 4 

25 
14 



.. 30 
272 



..23. 



34 
30 



^i 



ues 



5a torn 

.milas. . 



liy Cir^ of Mobile. $1J 30,000 
By IndTi vidtials .... 



500,(j00 i 

"" $1,630,000 



No subscription. 
By IiidiTiduaU. 
By Individuals. 



By County 75.000 

By Individuals.,* .^^ • , 195,000 



! 



ByOountf I0«,00a> 

Bx Individuals.... .-. .300^000 5 

By Counties * 1 40,000 7 

By Irjdividuals. 130,500 ( 

ByX>oa«ities.^ 50,000) 

By Individuals ..... ..238.30^ > 

By.C0nntar........:.rOO,t)OO> 

By Individuals i34,30U ( 



By lBdividaals*..«.J 

By Individuals.... .. 



10,500 
41,500 



270,000 
400,000 
271,000 

288,800 



234.300 
2J4,.500 
213,500 



.Totalin Mmimqrpi,... $1,944,100 



By.CQunly: k.^9%0.000> 

By Individuals. . .... i:{5,500 5 

Hy Individuals 

By County 150.000 ) 

By Individuals 159,776 ] 



By Individuals. .«>.»:. 

Toial in Hhnnessee. 



385,500 
131,700 



309,776 
51,200 

878.176 



'By Faddcah $20d,000 ) 

.B>CAJimy ;... 10Q;000 V 

By Individuals, estm*d, 50^000 S 



350.000 



_ . 1 . . Grapd XoMs^u^f^iM f!|Od splvent ; 

, > . , ^ . f From sale of Timber, Landa and XiOt^a* ... 



,802,276 
100,000 



«•; 



Total available means $4,902276 



RaU Road Office, MMU, May 9t&, 1853. 
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SCHEDULE OF LANDS BY LAND DISTRICTS. 



^^^^^^N^^^^^N^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



St. Stephen's Land Office, Ala. No, of Acres, 

Even Sections within six miles of M. & O. R. R. line, 166,777-53^ 
Odd Sections within fifteen miles do. do. 246,227j^ 

Total, St, Stephen's Land District MZ^05^-^ 

Demopolis Land Offic:b, Axk, 

Even Sections within six miles of M. & O. R. R. line, 187y^ 

Odd Sections within fifteen miles do. do. 6,055^^^ 

Total, DemnpoUf Distndt, • . 6,242^^^ 

Tuscaloosa Land Office*, Ala. 

Even Siections within six miles ot M. & O. R. R, line . • 80j'^ 

Odd Sections within fifteen miles ; . do. do. • • 200^^ 

5 7^/; Tuscahosa Diitrieei 230^ 

Recapitulation — St. Stephens 413,005^^ 

Demopolis 6,242^ 

TuscaloOBQ 280,^ 



-* " ■ '«• 



Total Acres in Alabama • , 419,528^^ 

Augusta Land Office, Miss. No, of Acres, 

Even Sections within six miles M. & O. R. R. line. . . 243,770y\^^ 
Odd Sections within fifteen miles do. do. ... 374,115^^ 

Jhtal.AitgusidlHitrice....;, 617,885^^ 

•Cm-ffMBu^s Land Oppice, MrssJ 

Even»Se<3tidn8 witfefir six males M. & O. R; R. line. . . 44,71^4^ 

Odd SectJ6Tis withirtfifteett miles' do. '» ao. ... 74,520 

Tota^, Co^mhus District. ..,.....,.....• 119.244y8^ 

RECAPlTfjLATioN-TrAugusta. •*...... 617,885^*|y 

Columbus... •,.» 119,244AW 

Tti^l Adres in Mississippi.. 737,130]^ 



••-^i.i**." 



4» « . 1 



-•'t- f 



:Ifef Miuisffipi^j ..*••...« .737, L30^^ 
Grand 'l^oTAL. .... •l,15B,66Sy^^ 
RttilRbSd Qffiev, Mobile, May9th, lS6d. 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 

To SifaiiEY Smith; Ssq, P^eaidekt 

Mobile, and Ohio Rail Road OompHn^f; 

Dear Sir: — Since the last Annual Report, the Engineers dtid 
Agehts of thb Com^dny have b6en dteddify enga^d in Urging 
fbrWard the busihe^s of th^ Road, in iicquiHWg hiaterial ftid at 
home Bnd public. c^nfideQce. abtosd, as the foHi6vvi«g .statements 
will show t 

Between February and August, of the past year, the tracks 
were completed to the towfi of Citronelle, thirty-three miles from 
Mobile^ ntid all necessary equipment of cars and engines, and of 
local building^, fiJLtUfe's Artd furniture w^i^e supplied for the busi- 
ness of transporting passengers and freights. Terminating as 
these thirty-three miles did in the pine hill forests, hot much in- 
^bme was or could have Veen expected for the road, until extend- 
^ Kirthe'r to the cotton producing lands of the Chickasawha val- 
ues. Btit it .was necessary to .operai^ the vodd, nn^omising as 
the prospect was, as a means of aiding its funher estesaioiH 9JsA 
of satisfying. the peoj^e ;«f the cminti^of its ^istence' and motive 
capacities. Thus it commenced ; and up to this date h^s been 
working about ten months to Citronelle : And although the running 
fali been seV^itd 'tihlds Interrupted by th6 Unpi'eetodented storms 
¥nd hmb^dtiticni 'erf the fd'st iomm^V £ind kt^tatlih, yet no damages 
fyaye occtiriPe'd td thd ro^d^y, except the washing out of some 
H^bt.iand banlc^.wher^tb^^grade of ti^e road wins laid too low, or 
the water drainage under it, too narrow. All of which defects 
are now correct^, aikH 'the banks renerwvd witli hbavier materials 
and fortified agaiii^t fittiire £oods. dkttwiiiistdndlng these inter- 
ruptions and damages^Tfie earnings of t|je road, have exceeded the 
aggregate costof their repido cnf ranhlng the irbad and of the grtfve] 



train whilst engaged in balldstidg the t^afier portions of the road* 
b^d; It is confidently beliet^d that deriuus injury from floods will 
not again accur upon any portion of the entire road ; becau^ the 
stores of the past yeaf have indicated, for the first time in four 
yeafs» the tnaximum volume lind forde of the streams to be cross* 
fed by it; the knowledge df Which will enable us to guard all fu* 
ture constructions upon the line. 

Additional force of cats and engine^ have been pijirchasedi deliv* 
arable at Mobile, fo^ the increasifig business atid ^«lrly extension 
of the toad to the Chickasawha river; all of which have been re- 
cdividd excepting on^i engine-. The rolHlig stock of the road now 

C01ft§i8t9 of 

2 122 ton freight eiigifies ; 
8 17 do pabseng^r and freight enginee ; 
1' 10 do passenger engine ; 
8 iifBt class patsvngsr cam ; 
1 second do. . do^ do. 
41 flight wbe^l freight do. 
90 fMjff wheel -gravel do, 

8 four wbeel lumber and iron«a»s. 
1^ bs^fnl ^ea¥l>-^a>l tieVr aiid vn'g^od conditdnm 
tti WifiBtifd^ace df ihfe libt^aKsubscnption^nf the real estafie 
v^wne^of Mobile, Ifr Ffebi^uary, 1852^ cindisr the two per cent. 
^a^i fifVy-fi>r^ mil'^sof Ihe tVMsd beyfitnd Oit^ronelle, were piacod un>- 
ii<^* cotitiisii^t In May lit^t) to be cmnpleted T^ady lor tbe iron or or 
^bidlHve «li6 1st of November, 1859; And io July laait^ i lull eufSK 
ply of iron rails, for ^lese My-fivb rttiil(t*s, was contracted for, and 
is now received at Mobile. The tiihber )fur l^s portion >of th« 
road, in addition to a considerable qoatctity of cross-tiesnow oa 
!band^ is also oontracted for and i ft progress ^f delivery, and the 
track-layif^ will be commeaced aa oarly as the graduation will 
'Admit. 

I regret the ftict, tbat this work tif graduation haa ppt been 
pushed as rapidly as.'w«8 boped for and e^peet^ . Owii^gto tbe 
«oapoity of m^a and liie high price of laber tbto^gbtbe pae^t^ii^ia- 
iner and wieter't^to waiit of letiei^y in one ilm]M^ant ^onW^x^or — 
-abae:iicex)f Mot^ier, miid iet/the ^sobbihoii teeideB<^y of fli^^o.pro- 
crostiostie laJbbr^ bape^atiy: in hbt weather, jiomq ilme hat .1)0(09 



I was advised in January laat by the local agenUj th^ |l^e aabr 
acriptions would when completed equal jth^ eatimataa^ Accord- 
ingly no time was lost in adv^rtiaiag the work Tor cpotracts tp be 
made at convenient points upon the line in the past montba of 
March and April. 

These appointment have been punctually foeit, and I now have 
the pleasure to re^Mirt, that the whole road h under covUraet to the 
Kentucky hau, four hundred and fifty-three milea from Mobile, ex- 
cepting a £bw miles iif light work in Tenne^pe and Worth Missis- 
sippi which can be constructed in six months, and for which I 
have responsible offers, to be adjusted in a few days, on my return 
-to that part of .the line. Nine^tenths of these contracts have been 
taken by die planters of tb« country, who have in all oaaea given 
bonds for ilie performance of the mrerk on or bef^s^re the Ist day of 
November, 1S54. Owning and coBtroHing the labor of the .cauii- 
try, they ai« ^ed^from tlM .fluctuations incid/eotito the eropWy- 
mentof fi>rejgneEis^^«^)d ti)ere£M!« ibOiflKG^'e ce^^io tQ oo.aaplete 
their work within the time specified. 

As convracrng proofs of tbe interest and eoii^ideiice of the peo- 
ple of the country along the Whole line of "the Mobile and Ohio 
Rail Road in its value and -management^ I have only to atate that 
-the contracts have been taken by 'them .at .prices ifixed by your 
Chief En^neer, and the fight of -way and ataljon grounds (with 
here and there an isolated exception) released w!tthoot charge. 

In Kentucky, upon the remaining forty miles ct the floein line, 
the questions of county and* irrdiTidusl' subscription are ^low being 
.jpref>$nted and discussed with vigor and with great certainty of 
success, at least as far as Columbus, where $20,000 have been 
subscribed. Upon the Paducah branch line more energy and in- 
terest prevail. $300,000 have beeh aubacribed by the town of 
Paducah and county of McCracken, leaving $300,000 yet to be 
made up by the county of Graves ai^d by individuals. That 'the 
whole sum oP$500,<KK> will* be raised by -these counties before- the 
end of June next, in conforhiity with the contract between the Mo- 
bile and Ohio Compahy and JudgeCampbefl, of t?h* 8d of 'November 
last, there is not thD sirghteat reason to tloubt-;- f»r that contract is 
.universally approved by the people,. and those who had previous- 
ly opposed county subscriptions are now in favor of them. 
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There are two cont)*ol]iiig causes of this state of feeling. First, 
the positive agreement of the Mobile Company to iron and equip 
the road when graded ; and, second, the recent act herewith sub- 
mitted, of the Illinois Legislature, chartering a company to build a 
railroad from the C^to river, opposite to Padueah, to Vincennes, 
H virtually an extension of the Paducah branch to central Indiana 
and to Cincinnati ; thus, a terminus of the Mobile and Ohio Road 
4ipon the Ohio river at Paducah, will be established simultaneons- 
1y with the completion of the main line through Mississippi and 
Tennessee. 

Another terminus upon the Mississippi river, at Columbus, will 
follow in quick succession, and though last, not least important, 
another near the mouth of the Ohio within a year thereafter. 

From these statements of our local affairs, the means and pro- 
gress of the road at this time are as follows : 

In Alabama, for local work north of Citronelle to Kemper 
.county line, commenced in May and September last, and bound 
to be all done in 1853, to the centre of Lauderdale county — Mo- 
bile City subscription and work ••••• •• $1,130,000 

In Mississippi, for local work betw€)en Lauderdale and 
Pontotoc counties, to be finished in September, 1S54 
•^-individual and county subscriptions, 1,181,800 

In Mississippi, north of Pontotoc line to Tennessee 
line, to be finished 1st November, 1854 — individual, 
county and work subscriptions 763,300 

In Tennessee to Kentucky line, to be finished 1st No- 
vember, 1354 — ^individual, county and work subscrip- 
tions 878,100 

Making a total of $3,952,100 

for the four hundred and twenty miles of road between Citroaelle 
and Kentucky, now in progress of graduation. 

In Kentucky, the line to Paducah, will be ready for contracts by 
the 1st of August or September next, and to be finished Slst Jan- 
uary, 1855-'-<M>unty and individual subscriptions » • • • • • $350,000 
To which, add cost of local work of thirty-three miles 

completed •««. 500,000 

Also, from sale at town lots at twelve stations of Rail 

Road located .upon Bail Eoad.lands.^...*. 100,000 

3 
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And our total of local means will be for local works, 
expended and to be expended upon the through line, 
Paducah and Tennessee riyer branches 4,902,200 

The revised estimates for the same local work, substi* 
tuting the Paducah line for the shorter one to the 
mouth of the Ohio river, is 4,776,576 

The contracts are now made through Tennessee ; and when the 
affidavits of the President and Engineer are filed with the Governor 
of that State, proving that a solvent stock subscription, equal to 
the estimated cost of the local work has been obtained, then that 
State will issue 6 per cent. State bonds to the Company as fast as 
the grading shall be executed and ready for iron and machinery 
to the amount of $8,000 per mile for iron and equipments ; equal 
in the agregate to about one million of dollars ; for which the State 
will hold a first lien upon the portion of the road within her own 
limits. These affidavits can be filed as above in thirty days. 
From the land office under the act of Congress of September 20th, 
1850, certificates have been issued to the company for 1,156,658§ 
acres of land ; all that remains vacant by alternate sections within 
fifleen miles of the road in Mississippi and Alabama, leaving a de- 
ficit under the grant as now construed by the Department of 
55,377j2^ acres, which it is believed Congress will hereafter au- 
thorize the Company to select outside of the fifteen mile limit. 

It is also believed that the law of Congress recognized but one 
road — as the extension of the Illinois Central, from the mouth of the 
Ohio river to the City of Mobile. But the United States Attorney 
General, in order to limit the grant to the length of the road in 
Mississippi and Alabama, has, in his recent opinion, (adopted as 
the rule of the department) divided it into four roads, as separate 
and independent as the four State jurisdictions through which it 
passes — yet the law is in terms and effect as follows: To aid in the 
construction of a Rail Road from Mobile to a point at or near the 
mouth of the Ohio river, as much land in proportion td the length 
thereof is given to the States of Alabama and Mississippi, as to the 
State of lUinoisfor the Central road. I believe this to express the 
true intent and meaning of the law, and that Congress will so 
construe their own act. 

You are aware that the first decision of the Department denied 
us land for the road through the Chickasaw cession-^but this 
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decision has been subseqaently and rightfully reversed, and upon 
precisely the principles of this reversion, are we entitled to about 
500,000 acres beyond the present certificates. 

An application has accordingly been instituted before Congress 
for the whole amount of the grant, and for widening of the 15 mile 
limit, to admit of the selection of the present deficiency and of 
any additional quantity obtainable for the line in Tennessee and 
Kentucky. But the amount already received and sold within two 
years, as it may be, after the completion of the road^ cannot ave- 
rage less than three dollars per acre, which gives a sum of 
$3,469,975, which, added to the amount for local work, subscribed 
and in progress of expenditure, $4,902,200, gives us a property 
capital of $8,372,175, upon which, as security by mortgage in trust 
of road and lands, a loan of $6,500,000 including the Tennessee 
loan of 91,000,000 at 6 per cent, will be required to complete the 
main road and iron the Paducah, Tennessee river, Columbus, 
Kentucky, and Columbus, Mississippi branches. All of which 
branches, in the aggregate will be one hundred and two miles 
long, and furnish immense amounts of traffic to the main road. 

The road being now under contract to the Kentucky line and 
thence very soon to Paducah, and the work in a good state of 
progress, upon four hundred and twenty miles south of Kentucky, 
and having authentic proofs in hand that the stock subscriptions 
are solvent and sufficient for the local work, there can be no seri- 
ous difficulty in contracting for the loan above mentioned upon 
favorable terms, without recourse to discounts or double broker- 
age. It is, however, understood and required that this loan shall 
be exclusively applied to the purchase and delivery of all irons for 
and laying the same in the tracks, and for cars and engines and 
other furniture for operating the road, and not to be used in any 
manner to relieve local subscribers from the prompt payment of 
their tax and other installments for local work. 

This requirement, for the speedy payments and pi ogress of the 
work, is of the first importance, both to' the Rail Road Company 
and to bond holders, and roust be strictly complied with. 

It is contemplated, however, as all past and present payments 
for iron, cars and engines, have been taken from the fund raised 
for local work— that an equal amount will be returned to that 
fund whenever the loan shall be effected. 
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The efl^rts of your Engiaeers and Agents have beeii eoostaot- 
]y directed to the efttablishment of the road where the greatest 
good may result to the stockholders and to the people at large, 
and by candid, prompt and honest dealing, secure the confidence of 
the people of four States traversed by it. Special attention has 
also been paid to the cultivation of friendly relations with the 
managers of other Rail Road improvements wkh which your 
road, sooner or later, may be brought into connection. 

The highest interest cmT each is to attract custom by furnish- 
ing facilities to reduce the time and co^t of transacting the busi- 
ness of the people. 

This being a common interest, the more favorably roads are 
joined, for the free, speedy and economical interchange of freights 
and travel, the better for them all. In this respect the Mobile and 
Ohio Road bears a remarkable relation to all othera, being the only 
north and south line, and one hundred and seventy-seven miles 
shorter from the Tennessee river to the Qulf, than via the contem- 
plated diagonal road to New Orleans, it stands unrivalled to give 
and receive trade in all directions upon even and equal terms ; 
requiring no rule of action but this one ; to hasten the trufmt of 
petssengers and property safely and kindly wherever they seek to go. 

In process of tinoeg near or distant, and governed by this rule, 
your road virill be brought into favorable c<Minection vndi the fol- 
lowing named roads, many of which are now in course of con- 
struction, to wit ; The Vicksburg and Alabama, Selma and Mi^* 
sissippi, Tuscaloosa and Mississippi, Coii»mbtis brancb> Miss^ 
Charleston and Memphis, New Orleans and Great Northern, 
Hickman or Columbus, Ky. branch, and thereby with the Central 
Missouri line, Illinois Central, Tennessee and Alabama, Nashville 
and Northwestern, Padocah brancb» and by ihe latter with the 
Wabash and Ohio— 4ilso with the Missisvippi, Ohio and Tennessee 
rivers, at points most aceessible at all tiaiea for steamers. 

With an earnest desire to meet the wishes of Btockholderil at 
all points, by the early completion of theroad", every possibler effort 
has been made to get tke whole Tine into simultaneous progress. 
During the past fotirteen ' months, (since the 3 per cbnt* Mobile 
City subscription,) the stock subscri|>tTons in Mississippi have been 
raised from $1,075,793 to tl,944,IOO-^in Tetmessee, from 61:36,500 
to $878,100, making an aggrej^ate increese of $l,0O9^f$7-^and in 
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the same time four hundred and twenty miles beyond Citronelle 
have been placed under contract, of which fifty>five miles are now 
tveo-thirds graded, the iron, engines and cars therefor nearly all 
delivered, and all of the remaining three hundred and sixty-five miles 
i^U be graded as fast as the iron can be delivered and laid. From a 
careful consideration of the present condition of the work, and of 
all circumstances likely to influence its progress, with the best ap- 
plication we can make of the labor and capital of the country, I 
feel justified in giving the following assurance — that the cars will 
run to Winchester in April, to Enterprise in August, and to Lau- 
derdale Springs in December, 1S54 ; to Pontotoc county in June, 
and to Jackson, Tennessee, in October, 1855, and through to the 
Ohio river in the winter of 1855 and 1856. 

But these results will require the prompt payment of install- 
ments, both county and individual, as called for. The stockhold- 
ers, one and all, are assured that the o?t€ effectual way of pushing 
the work, is for them to push their iascallmeats into the hands of 
the Treasurer. 

I will answer for having workmen enough to draw them out. 
With high regard, I am yours, 

JOHN CHILDE, 
Chief Engiaeev and General Agent* 

The reports were receivied by the meeting with great satisfac- 
tion, and on motion of J. C. Rupert, Esq., five thousand copies 
were ordered to be printed, and that each Stockholder be furnish- 
ed with s copy. 

And the meeting adjourned. 

SIDNEY SMITH, President. 
A. F. Irwin, Secretary. 
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